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BRAHMANS. 
CHAPTER L 


HISTORY AND ORIGIN, 
ease eeere to 


Our earhest glimpse of ancicnt India discloses two races strug. 
gling for the soil, One was a fan complexioned Sansk: t-speaking people 
of Aryan lineage, who entered the country 
fron Lhe North-West; the other a dark. 
skinned race of lower type the otiginal habitants of the country, who 
were either driven by the Aryans into the hills, or 1educed by them to 
servitude in the plains 


The races of ane ent Iidia 


The original to ne of the Aryan rave was on the barks of the Oxus in 
Central Asia, Tron thence they migrated im two drections One branch 
movec north-west towards Europe the other 
south-east towards Persia and India It 18 
with the latter that we are here conceined, 


The crad e of the Aryan aces 


Crossing the Hindu Kish, the Aryans settled for some t me tm the 
valleys of Afghénistén , from therce they forced thew way acioss the 
mountains into India, and grac ually settled in the Punjab about 2,000 8 Cc, 


We know very little of their manner of life They roamed fiom one 
river valley to another with their cattle, making long halls in favourable 
situations, to raise tie crops required for tieir food. They were constantly 
at war, not only with the aborigma! tribes, but 
also among themselves. At the heac of each 
tiibe was a chief or Mdhdrdja but each 
house-father was a warrior, husbandman, and_ priest, offer ng up saer fices 
to the gods direct, without the intervention of a professiona priesthood, 


Eary cond tons of ife anong 
the Aryans 


The earliest records of the Aryans ate contained in the Védas, a serics 
of hymns composed in the Sanskrit language fron the 15lh to the roth 
century B C by the Ashzs, devout sages, devoted to rel gious meditation, 
whose ultcrances were supposed to be mspred The cary Védes must 
have heen co nposed while the Aryan triheg 
were marching towards Inda, others after 
their arrival on the banks of the Indus, During this advance the race plo- 
gressed from a loose confederacy of various tribes, into several well-knit 


The Védas, 


a 


nations, and extended its settlements from the Himalayas in the north to 
the Vindhyas in the south, and throughout the whole of the river systems 
of Upper India, as far to the east as the Séne. 


It has been explained that each head of a family conducted his own 
relig’ous rites, butin course of time many ceremonial observances were 
added to the pinit've religion necessitating the service of a special 
priesthood It became tie custom to call upun the Rishts to conduct the 
great sacrifices and to chant the Védte 
hymns, The art of writing was at this time 
unknown, and hymns and sacnficial phrases 
had to be handed down, by word of mouth from father to son It thus came 
about that certain families beca ne the hereditary owners of the | turgics 
required at the gieat national festivals, and were called upon t me after time 
to chant the tribal battle hymns, to nvoke the divine aid and to appease 
the divine wrath. These potent prayers were called Brahmas, and those 
Who offered them were Srdhmans By degrees the number of ministrants 
required for a gieat sactifice increased Besides the high priests who 
superintended the ceremonies, there were the celebrants who diessed the 
altars slew the v ctims, and poured out | batons to the gods, while others 
chanted the /édec hy nns and repeated the phrases app opriate to particular 
rites In this manner there arose a spec al priesthood—a c ass which was 
entrusted wth the conduct of rel gious offices, while the rest of 11¢ co n+ 
munily carried on their ordinary avocations of wai, trade, and agticullure. 


Or gin of the Brdhmans or Aryan 
priests 


As the Aryan colonists spread east and south, subdu ng the aboriginal 
races, they were to a large extent rel’eved {rom the burden of agiicu tural 
labour, through the co npulsoty emp oyment of the conquered people, In 
this manner there grew upa class of warnors freed from the toil of hus- 
bandry, who atlended the d/éhdrdja, and 
: were always ready for battle. These kinsmen 
and companions of the kings gradually formed themselves into a scparate 
class, and were referred to as Kshatriyas, ie, those connected with 
the royal power,” and eventual y as Rdypits, or ' those of royal descent." 


Origin of the warr or ¢ ass 


The incessant fight ng which had formed the common lot of the 
Aryans on the r march eastward from the Indus, g adua ly cease] as the 
abor ginal races were subdued, Those members of the conmun ty who 

from fami y ties or fiom personal inc ination, 

Orig o of the agricu tural and r 
trading ¢ asses prefer ed war to the monotony of vilage 
he, tac to seek for acventure in tie hills 
and forests of the unknown country to the south of the Vindhyas, Distant 
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expeditions were undertaken by those to whom war was a profession, 
while others, more peacefully inclined, stayed at home, devoting them- 
selves (o agriculture and the manufacturing arts. 


Thus the Aryans, by a process of natural selection, gradually resolved 
themselves into thiee classes .— 

1, The srdéhman ox priestly caste,* composed of the Aésdis, their 
descendants, and disciples, to which was 
entrusted the expounding of the Védas and 
the conduct of rel gious ceremonies, 


The oigon zation nto four 
classes, 


2 The Kshatriya,t i ¢, Rdjput, or goveinng and military caste, 
composed of the Af(éhdrdjas ard thew warrior kimsmen and companions, 
whose duty it was to tule, fight, administer just ce and protect the com- 
munity in general, 


3. The Vazsiya or trading and agr cultural casle, wh ch, assisted,by 
the conquered aborig nes, tilled the and, raised cattle, and manufactured 
the arms, implements, and household utensils, required by the Aryan com- 
monwealths. 


In course of time these occupational distinctions developed into separ~ 
ate castes, and as intermarriage became fist of all restricted, and afters 
wards prolubited, each caste devoted itself more st ictly to its own heredit« 
ary employment, All, however, weic recognized as belonging to the 
twice-born or Aryan 1ace, all were permitted to attend the great national 
sacrifices, and all worshipped the same gods. 


Besides the three Aryan castes, but immeasurably beneath them, there 
was the fourth, or Sudya caste, composed of captmed aborigmes whose hives 
had been spared, and of the progeny of marriages between Atyans of 
different castes, and of Aryans and the women of the country all of which, 
by the rigid exclusiveness of Hindu custom, were regarded as degraded. 


It must not be supposed, however, that Brdhman supremacy was accepts 
ed without protest, Their claims to recognilion as a distinct Levite class, 
of divine origin, and possessed of supernatural powers, were rejected by 
the Kshatriyas, who insisted, with perfect truth, that many, of the 


nl 

*Tie term caste’ a dor ved from the Portuguese casta ‘a fam y ’ but before the 
word came to be extenswely used in Europein nngurges, it hail boen for some t ye identified 
with tie Brdhoiin cd vg on of Hndusocety ntocasses T ecorrespondng Sanserit word 
is varua, ‘colour,’ The three Aryan varnas or castes wera Of I'g t compexion Brdéh. 
mins were said to be wiste Kshatriyas ruddy and Vassiyas yellow, on the othor hand, Suds 
tag and Dasyus or abor gines are dist net y re“2tred ta 11 tie Védas as black 


+ Genera ly pronounced Chhatrya or Cuhairs The Chhatris of Oudhand t o North 


West Prov nces usually call themselves Thdkérs s those of RAjpitana, Réjpiis In Rajpiitdl 
a Thdtiras a Réypat landholder or potty chieftain, a yee Mie 
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Risks, who had composed the Védas, were warriors rather than Hei 
and that no authority for the pretensions o 
PA rgicenatheteg hai salt the Bidhmans could be found in the Védie 
mente legends There are traditions of a greal 
struggle having taken place bclwecn the Brahmans and the Kshatriyas, m 
which the former were eventually victorious, Tne ceuails of tiis quauel 
however, ac obscure, for the Brélimans, as exclusive custod ans of tha 
sacred writings, took care lo efface all reference to a struggle, which, 
from ils very 6x stence cast a doubt on them pretensions to a divinely 
apponted origin. It may here be noticed thal many of the Aryan 
tribes rejected the theory of Bréhmancal supremacy, Thus the car- 
lier setclements, west of the Indus, never adopted the principle of caste, those 
between the Indis and the Ju nna accepted it, 
The prinapte of cisto not of but in a modified form; it was chiefly in the 
un versal acceptat 07 
tract watered by the Jumnaand the Ganges, 
frqm Delhi on the west to Ajudhya and Benares on the east, that 
the Brdhmans established their authority, and became a compact, learned, 
and influential body the authors of Sanskrit literature, and the lawgivers, 
scient sts, and philosophers, of the whole of the Hindu world, 


By the 6th century BC the original sinpheaty of the Véd-e worship 
had been replacsd 2y a ph losoolue creed acconpanied xy an elaborate 
ritual, The car y conception of a Supreme Betng, made manifest through 
the physical forces of Nature, gave way to the mystic trad of Bidhma, 
Vishnu, and Siva, the Maker Preserver, and Destroyer, with a tendency to 

create new gods, to woish'p the clements in 
Hiner fom védsm (0 various personifications, and to enbody the 

attributes of cach member of the Tlindu 
Trinity in numetous avatdrs or incarnations The new religion puzzled 
the people withcut satisfying them, while the growmg arrogance of the 
Bréhmans caused a universal desire fora return Lo more pr milive beliefs, 


At this jancture, Buddha, a prince of the Kshatriya caste, began 
the great reformation which eventually developed mto a new religion 
Universal charity, liberty, and equality, with the total rejection of caste, 
formed the fundamental principles of the new 
doctrine, and the personal character of 
Buddha, the ‘Enlightened,’ at once attracted a large following, 


The Buddhist refcrmation, 


The growth of Buddhism was very rapid, By about 200 nc, it had 
become the state religion in Hindustén, Vom thence it spread north into 
Nepél, and through Central Asia into China and Japan, At the same time 


§ 


Buddhist missionaries cariied thei faith into Ceylon, and from thence it 
was extended to Burma, Siam and Java But, though Brdhmanism was 

undoubtedly modified by Buddhism, 1t was 

never displaced Even in the 6th century 
* Buddhism had commenced to decline, and 
before the Mute umadan fanh had come fairly upon the scene, it had 
entirely disappeared fiom India, For more than a thousand years the two 
religions had existed side by side, and modern Hinduism 1s undoubtedly 
the product of both, 


Tie vita ty of Brdéhman'sm 
and tie dect ne of Buddhism 


About g00 BC the Brdéhmans, finding in Buddhism a religious 
movement which threatened their sp ritual authority, designed a code 
which, besides assert ng their privileges, formed a definite authority on 
all po nts connected with H'ndi law and ritual, This celebrated work, 
called the Code of Méuu, and known also as the Dharma-Shdstras, is a 

compilation of the customary law current 
‘eee Shdstras of Tnsty about the sth century BC in the Aryan 
é principalities on the banks of the Ganges and 
Jumna The Brah nans claimed for it a divine ovigin, and ascribed it to 
Manu, the first Aryan man. In it the fourfold division of society is said 
to have been ordered by Bréhma, the Creator of the Universe. The 
Brdhmans are supposed to have emanated from his head, the Kshatriyas 
fron hs arms, the Vaisiyas fron hs thighs, and the Sudras from his 
feet. The code cons sls of a mass of precepts, religious and secular, 
rules for the admin strat on of justice, anc spec al enactments with regard 
Lo purification and penance, IL was written with a view lo stemming the 
tide of Buddhist reform by string2nt rules against the mlermingling of 
castes by marriage, and hy forrcding the higher, castes under severe 
penalties from eating, drinking, or holding social intercourse with any of 
those ranking beneath them, 


No notice of the history of this period woud be co nplete without 
reference to the Méhébharata and Rdmd- 
ana, the lwo great epics of the heroxc period 
of H nduism 


The Ramdyana and M4 dbha» 
rotor 


The Aléhébharata, which 1s probably the older of the two, describes 
the feuds of the Panddvas and Kaurdvas, scions of a royal race inhabiting 
a tract of country in the neighbourhood of Delhi, It shows the Aryans 
to be a simple race of cult'yators and herdsmen, dividea into clans, and 
devoted to athletics and manly sports The hero of the Méhébharata ig 
Krishna, chief of a tnbe of cowherds, who is tepresented throughout the 
story as the divine protector of the Pandévas, 
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‘ The Rémdyana relates the deeds of Rama, Prince of Ajudhya, and 
gives us a glimpse of the difficulties experienced by an Aryan army 
in advancing through the hills and forests of the Dekhan. The object of 
the expedition was to rescue Sita, the wife of Rima, who had been carried 
off by Ravana, the King of the Demons, and shut up in an impregnable 
fortress in Ceylon 


Both of these works were composed about the tine of the Buddhist 
reformation, and represent the efforts of the Brdhmans 10 counteract the 
progress of the rival creed by an attractive religious system adapted to 
the needs of the people. To this end, skilful use was made of Lheir 
traditions, legends and martial songs while the great warrior dynasties 
were conciliated by tracing back their origin, through famous Rishiv, to 
the Sun and Moon gods, Thus Raima and Krishna who were probably 
warriors of repute in some tribal struggle, became exalted through va‘ious 
phases of hero-worship to the dignity of avaédrs or incarnations of 
Vishnu himself, 


Besides Buddhism two other causes tended to modify the spirit of 
Hinduism One was the Greek invasion 
under Alexander the Great in 327 B, C, 
and the other the succession of Scythian inoads which took place 
from about 126 B C, to about 4o A, D, Of Alexander's invasion little 
need be said. The Grasco-Bactrian dominion, bemg merely a mil tary 
occupation, haYbut 1 tile influence on Ilinduism + but Bidhman astro= 
nomy, owes much tothe science of the Greeks The settlements of 
the Scythian tribes extended as far as the Jumna The imyaders estab- 
lished a powerful kingdom in the Punjab, and a large part of the present 
inhabilants of that province are probably descended from these races, 
Shortly after their arrival in India, the majority became converts to Bud- 
dhism ; in course of time, however, their religion was gradually assimilated 
to that of their Aryan neighbours, and by the roth century they had 
not only accepted the spiritual supremacy of the Brahmans, but also, in a 
modified degree, the restrictions and distinctions of caste, 


Greek and Scythsan invasions 


The reaction in favour of Br&éhmanism began to have effect about 
Zoo BG By the goth century A.D. the Brdhmans had completely re+ 
established their authority. The simplicity of the Véd¢e faith was transe 
formed beyond recognition, No efforts were spared to materialise religion, 
The gods were provided with wives, Caste was revived, no longer with 
the fourfold division o° the code of Mdnu, but with all the complicated 
occupational subdivisions which exist to the present day, In all tiese 
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changes we trace the efforts of an astute priesthood to establish a 
popular religion. No section of the com- 
munity was forgotten, Aborig'nal tribes were 
conciliated by the adoption of their tribal divinities The tree and 
serpent worship, though utterly at variance with the spirit of the Védas, 
was affiliated to the orthodox behefs, Buddhism, in spite of the antago- 
nistic nature of its doctrines, was disposed of in a similar manner, 
and Buddha, whose whole life and teachings had been a protest against the 
formalism of the Bidhmans, was absorbed into the Llindu system, and, as 
an incarnation of Vishnu, allotted a place in the pantheon of minor 
gods, Thus step by step, by diplomacy and adapliveness, the Brdéhmans 
conso idated their authorily anc established 
a religion which having the Védze faith of 
the Aryan race as its foundation, absorbed 
and assimi ated a portion of each of the religious systems which it suc- 
cessively displaced, 


The Bréhman revival 


Tie assim ative character of 
Bréhmanism, 


o 

Although the Bréhmans were successful in compelling the rest of 
the Hindu world to acknowledge their spiritual supremacy, they have 
hardly ever aspired to the kingly office. The business of ruling, as well 
as of fighting, was delegated to the Kshatriyas or Rdjpits, and, though 
Indian history affords numetous examples of powerful Brdhman ministers 
(such as the Mahratta Peishwas), there are but few instances of Brahman 
dynasties, or even of Bréhman kings, 


Endowed with sublle minds trained to the utmost keenness, and 
intellectually far in advance of any other 
caste, the Bréhmans Were peculiarly fitted 
for the business ol political administration, hey were largely emp oyed 
in civil capacities, nol only by Hindu Princes, but also by the Mughal 
Empevors, who recognized their ability and fitness for positions of trust. 
The chief adviser of the Emperor Akbar in matters of revenue, finance, 
and currency, was the Raéjé Todar Mal, a Brahman of the greatest abil ty 
and integrity, 


The Brdhman character, 


Throughout the centuries of Muhanmadan dominion the Brdhmans 
never relinquished their ascendancy over the rest of the indu world. As 
their numbers increased, however 1 became impossible for the whole 
caste to devole itself exclusively to religious functions, In the Dodb,* 
and on the banks of the Ganges and Jumna, 
where the principal shrines were situated, 
Brdéhmans became very numerous. Many were 


The adoption of agriculture by 
certa nc asses of Bréhmans 


* Tho Dodd is tho tract of country which [les between tho Jumna and the Ganges, 


' 
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compelled to resort to agriculture as a means of livelihood, and as they 
collected in villages and acquired land, the unsettled state of the country 
compelled them to take measures for the defence of their rights against 
the encroachments cf their warlike neighbours. : 


There thus arose a class of Brdhmans who, while retaining the privileges 
of a Levite caste, were in all essentials an agricultural people, of naturally 
pacific tendencies, but ready and able todefend themselves whenever 

occasion required. War, pestilence, and 
Renee ee ae ee famine, oflen compelled the younger mem- 
vice bers of these communities to seek employ- 

ment ata d’stance from their homes, and, as 
their raligion debarred them from the acceptance of menial offices, they 
naturally resorted to military service as the only form of employment 
which could be accepted without loss of caste, 


The general anarchy which followed the breaking up of the Mughal 
‘The employment of dsc plined Empire compelled most of the Huropean 
Nativetroops by Zuropean Powers settlers in India to entertain corps of native 
in India + : 

itregulars for the defence of their posts and 
factoiies The idea of giving discipline to these levies originated with 
the French, but other nations, and the native princes, were not s ow to 
follow their example, and by the middle of the 18th century the Madras 
and Bombay settle nents of the English East India Company possessed a 
considerable force of well-trained topasses* and sepoys,} armed and equip- 
ped hke Europeans 


After the recaptiire of Calcutta in 1757 it was decided to forma 
similar force for se -vice in Renga , and early in that year C..ve raised the 
ist Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry,t 

Biegs of Natve troops 2 Jong known as the Lal Puléun,§ because it 
was the first native corps to be dreased in red, 


Nearly all the warlike races of Northern India were represented 
in the new corps, for; owing to the Muhammadan conquest of Bengal, 





* Topasses were Portuguese half castes and native Chr'stians, enl sted by the Eat Ind a 
Company, and so ca led because they wore ¢apis or ate, Trey were armed and dressed ex- 
actly 1 ke Ducopeans 


+. The word sepoy s merely 4 corruption of the H ndustdni word ‘sipahz, which the 
French contracted into ' spals’ 

Tus reg ment mutin’ed in 1857 fe must nat he ennfo nded with the present rat 
Benga Infantry (former y the 21st) a corps d st ngu shed for its loya ty, wh ch was perm tted 
to retain ts arms in 18§7 wien five otier regiments quartered n the same stato 1, were either 
disbanded or deprived of their weapons 


§ Putin is derived from the French ‘ peloton, a platoon or section, 
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the province was overrun by bands of military adventurers from Oudh, 
the Punjéb, and even from beyond the Indus, 
ate pee tho corps first [twas from menof this stamp that Clive se 
lected his recruits, and in the corps raised 
about this timein Calcutta were to be found Pathdns, Rohillas, Jats, 
Réjpdts, and Brdéliuuaus, The majority of the men were Musulmdns, but as 
most of our early campaigns were direcled against Muhammadan princes, 
it was considered expedient to gradually replace them by Hindus. It 
thus came about that the ranks of the Bengal 
inant othigh ouene Hae oniists regiments were filled almost enthely by 
Brahmans and Réjptits from Behar, Oudh, 
and the Dofb, until our military service became practically the mono- 
poly of these classes Other reasons tended to encourage the enlist- 
ment of high caste Hindus. They were more docile and easily 
disciplined ; they were quicker to learn their drill; and their natural 
cleanliness, fine physique, and soldierly bearing made them more popu. 
lar with their Kuropean officers than the truculent Muhammadans fiom the 
north, to wham pipeclay and discipline were abhorrent, 


No historical notice of the Brdhmans would be complete without 
so ne reference to their military services, It is, however, impossible to 
separate the deeds of our Bréh nan sepoys from those of their comrades of 
other classes, for as the Hindustdm portion of the army was nol organized 
on the class system until 1893, credit for ifs achievements could not 
be allotted to any particular caste without obvious injustice to the others, 


Bréhmans have served in our ranks from Plassey to the present day, 
They have taken par. in almos! every campaign undertaken by the 
Indian armies Under Forde tiey defeated the French at Condore 
Under Cornwallis they assisled al the capture of Seringapatam, Under 
Lake they took parl in the Mahratta wars, including the siege of Bhartpur 
As volunteers, Brdhmans took part in the conquest of Java, also in the Nepél 
zampaign, and im the expeditions to Burma and China, Brdhman sepoys 

ia iaanepibes a Reuse shared in the victories and disasters of the 
first Afghén War, including the defence of 

Jeldlabad. In the Sikh wars, Bréhmans and other Hindustdnis helped 
tis to win the Punjab, and even the Great Revolt of 1857 furnishes many 
instances of their personal devotion and fidelity, In Sir Ilugh Rose’s brilli- 
ant campaign in Central India, nothing could surpass uhe gallantry and 
loyally of certain regiments of the Ilyderabad Contingent, which was largely 
composed of Brdhmans, Rajputs, and other classes recruited from the North. 


Io 


West Provinces. The conduct of the -fatthful few” in the defence of 
the Lucknow Residency, is described in the following words — 


“ It is difficult to pra se too h ghly the fidel'ty and gallantry of the remnants pf the 
1th, the 48th and the 71st Native Infantry. ‘hey were exposed to a most galling 
fire of round-shot and jusketry, wich materially decreased their numbers, ‘Tley were 
so near the enemy that conversation could be carr ed on between them; andevery effort, 
persuasion, promise, and threat, was alternately resorted Lo, in vain, to seduce then fon 
ther alleg’ance hey vied w th their European comrades in the work of tte trenches, m 
the ardour of the r courage, and 11 the r resolution to defend to the last, the spot of ground 
assigned to them Treydd more tharfight, “hey rsked even ther caste for the 
Engl sh. On one occasion, wien it had beco ne necessary to ereot a battery on the spot 
where sepoys had previo isly been bur ed, the highest B 41nans of the 13th, responding 
to the cal of their officers, tremselves haidled the putrid corpses to throw them into the 
outer ditch.”* 


Since the Mutiny, Bréhmans have taken part in the Afghan War, in the 
expedition to Egypt, in the conquest of Burma, and in numerous expedi« 
tions on the north-west and north-east frontiers of India, In Burma their 
gallantry and endurance was remarkable. AL the storming of Minhla the 
Brahman sepoys of Lhe 11th Bengal Infantry were the first to enter the fort, 
and on the conclusion of the war two Brahman native officers of tlus 
regiment were awarded the order of merit, for valiant and dist'nguished 
conduct whilst holcmg independeat commands. In the same campaign a 
detachment of the 4th Bengal Infantry, under a Brahman Subadar, made a 
forced march of 65 miles in 36 hours, stormed Kenc at, and thereby saveda 
numberof Euopcan officials from a cruel and untimely death With such 
an excellent record in the past, 11 may be confidently pred cted that the 
new organization into class 1egimenfs will enable our Brdh nan sepoys to 
add yet further ta their military ceputation, ana place the r on an equality 
with the most warlike of the races now serving under the British colours, 


* History of the Indian Mutiny —Kaye and Malleon, 


CHAPTER IL 
CLASSIFICATION AND GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION, 





When the Brahmans in the Code of Manu compelled the other 
Aryans to acknowledge their spiritual supremacy, they were united, 
fotming but one large tribe Of the circumstances which led to their 
present organization into two divisions and ten tribes we have no record, 
The names of the tribes are as follows — 


1, Kanoujiya or Kankubj of Kanouy. 


2, Sdéraswat. 
Gaur or Northern Divis‘on, ¢¢, tribes 
Rage, he north of the Vindtyas and the( 3. Gaur proper. 


4 Matha. 


§. Utkaa of Orissa. 


t Ta'laiga of the Telegu country, 


7 2 “Wahdrdshira of the Vahrat a coun ty, 
Deaviva or Southern Div'sio 1,2 _ Wibes 
located south of the Vndiyas and the, 3 Dravra proper of the Tam country, 
Nerbudda 
d, Karndta of the Carnatic, 


§ Guyara or Giijardts of Gayaidt, 


Speaking generally, the Gawr are found in Northern India, the 
Draviva in the Dekhan, The most :mportant distinction between them is 
that the former are of greater antiquity than the latter, the Dravira being 
chiefly descendants of Aryan Bréimans who m’'grated from Behar into 
Southern India at the time of the Buddhist ascendancy, and “ intermarry’ng 
with the Dravidian races raised their offspring to their own dignity of 
Bréhnans.”* Of the Draviva nothing need be said, for they furnish no 
recruits for the army. 





* Indian Pollty-Chesney, 
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Every Brahman tribe is split up into sub-tribes, go/vas, and clans, 
and every Bréhman is further distinguished 
Henatary tiles by one of the following honorary titlss which 


serves as a suffix to his name. 





Tte Der vat on, Meaning 











Dubé om va | Sanskrit Do-Véda aw» | The descendant of one who had 
read two Védas, 


Tribédi ‘ : ry Tri-Véda . | Thedescendant of ona who had 
read three Védas. This title 
is confined to Kanotgiya 





Brahmans, 

Chaubé vy a »— ChatureVéda ~—., | A descendant of one who has 
read all four Védas, 

Pandé : »  Pandita . 1A learned person or his ces- 
cendant, 

Pathak » Patkax » | A reclter of the Véd7s, and an 
instructor of youth or h’s 
descendant, 

Awésthi , ” »  Awéstha yy» { One who has knowledge of 


present, past, and future, 
ot his descendant, 


Sukul uw on » Shukla w fA high rank among Brdh« 
mans indicative of purity, 


Tiwari. oy »  TriPatl . [Ono acquainted wth three 
lessons, one from cach Véda, 
of lus descendant, 


Upadhya ” » Upadhyaya | Areciter of the Pédas, but of 
. lower rank than a Péthak, or 
ont descended from sush a 

person, 


Dikshit 4 ee »  Dikshita « [| One who_has received initi- 
ation, One who performs the 
dusha or imtiatory ceremony, 
o1 his descenda 1t. 


Bajpai ws wun A sect of Péthak Brdhwans 
who performed the baypar* 
ceiemony at Asni near Futtoh« 
pore Their descendants are 

now known as agp 

Agnihotri... we o Agni » | Asect of Duds Brahmans who 
performed the agnithctri} sace 

, tifice, The r descendants are 
known as Aguihotes, 


Mist ‘ ot anene +. {Ah gh tile among Bréhimahs 
indicative of purity. 
* 


* Tie Bajpai are a sub-division of the Kanoujtya 


{The word Agnihotstisderlved from Agut fire’ and hoérd ‘p saarifalal prieat’ Mombers 
of this sect are worshippors of the dent or sacred lame 
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The names of the Bréhman sub-tribes are nearly all indicative of 
ther origm The term gotra, however, 
needs special Coplenations The word gotva 
is derived from the Sanskrit gau, ‘a cow,’ and was probably applied 
in ancient times to persons who shellered their cattle in a common fold 
From this the term was extended to persons of the same family or 
lineage, and eventually to all persons claiming descent from a common 
ancestor. Brdhman goéras are all named aller Aishis, or sages, and all 
Brahmans claim carnal descent from the Rzshz after whom ther gotra 
is named, 


Explanation of term Gotva, 


The chief importance of the organization into sub-tribes and gotvas lies 
Restrictions with regard to in the restrictions which it creates in the 
marriage. matter of marriage. With rare exceptions 
Brahmans must marry within their own sub-tribes, but are prohibited from 
marrying within their own gofra , for, as all Brdhmans of the same gotra 
claim to be descended from t1¢ same /tesh7, inler-marnage between them 
would, from a Hindu point of view, be tantamount to incest, Brdhman clans 
are gencrally named after villages and distiicls; sometimes afler Rtshds 


and heroes, 
TRIBES RCPRESENTED IN THE ARMY. * 





Of the five Gazy tribes, only threethe Kanougcya, Sdraswat, and 
Gaur proper—need be taken into consideration, for the Maithila and Uthala 
furnish no recruits for the service, 

The most numerous and most important of the Gaur tribes is the 
Kanoujtya, which furnishes three-fourths of the Bidhmans now serving in 
our ranks, The sub-divisions of this tribe are as follows ~- 

Sub-tribes 
1 Kanoujiya proper, 


2, Sarwar'a or Sarjupdriya, 


Tribe KaAngudrya « ow ++€3 Sanddhya 
3 4. J ghot ya 
3. Bhtinhar or Bhinhar 


A short account wil now be given of each sub-tribe, and reference is 
invited to the accompanying map, which clearly indicates their geographi+ 
cal distribution, and the approximate limits of the Bréhman reermling 
ground, 


14 
i KANOUJIYA PROPER. 

This sub-tribe derives its name from the ancient city of Kanouj on the 
Ganges, It shares with the Sanddhyas a tract of country included ip a 
triangle having for its western side a line 
drawn from Pillibhit to the south-west of 
Muttra ; for its eastern limit a line from Pillibhit to Allahabad; and for 
its base the country bordering on the Junna and Chambalivers Of this 
triangle the eastern half forms the country of the Aanoujiyas, and the 
western that of the Sanddhyas. Very few Kanoujiyas are found to the 
west of Etawah, 


Geographical distribut on. 


Kanoujryas proper are divided into the 


Tribal Divisions, following 16 gotras i—~ 


7. Garg. 
8 Gautam, 
1 Kétiyan or Visramitra 9 Pérdsar 
2 Upmin 10 Batsa or Vatsa, 
Kulfn* or Khatkul enSiak es Diadbait. gains, x8) Aeerse) 
gotras 4 Késydp. 12 Kausik, 
§ Sand 1g. Vas sht, 
6 Bhéraddwa). 14 Bhéraddwdj. 


1g Dhaninjai. 


. 16, Krishna 

The Kulia gotras rank lugher than the Dhdlar. Member: of the’ 
Kulin gotras intcrmarry, and will take wives from the Didar, but make 
the latter pay dearly for the honour, A Kudin, however, will nevor_ marry 
lus daughter to a Dhékar. 


The Kanoujlya proper form a powerfal sub-tribe witha male popu- 

lation of 679,000, 1d are generally supposed to make betler soldiers than 

any other Bréhmans, With equally good 

pest ok qualities and tuba physique, they are freer from troublesome 

prejudices than Sarwartyas, and will eat goal, 

sheep, deer hare, fish, and game birds such as partridge, pigzon, and 

duck. They indu ge in d4ang and opium, and will chew tobacce though 
they may not smoce it, 





*Kulin means ‘we descended, 

Khatkul mouns's x houses Those s'x leading gotraa re of much greater consequence 
than the rest, “ad the honour of an a | ince wits these privi eged olasaes 9 so pre tt, that like 
tho Kulfn Br&imans o Benga, some of them have as many as 20 or a5 w ves 

+Tho term Didkar is used to descrbe a Kanowiya Brdhuan of iferfor rank It te 
cons dered rather an nsalting appe lation, possib y owing to its being vory st nilar in sound to 
Dhékara, the name of a branch of the low caste trlbe of Dhanukss 
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* Orthodox Hindus divide their food into two kinds—pakéd,’ te, food 
Difference between Pathe and cooked in gis, and ‘ kach?,’ 76, food cooked 
Kacht, in water, 

Tlie food of Kanoujtyas, whether pakki or hachi, must be cooked by 
themselves or their relations. ach must be caten at the chanka or cook- 
ing place, but pektd may be cayiad in the havresack and may be eaten 
at any Lime o1 place 

SARWARIYA 

The name of this sub-tribe 1s a corruption of Sér7u-pdri, in the sense 
of one | ving beyond the Sarju or Gogra, one of the rivers of Oudh ‘he 
Sarwartya originally formed part of the Kan. 
oujtya, and were separated from them for hav- 
“ing officiated ata great sacrifice offered up by Réma to celebrate the defeat 

and death of Ravana, King of Ceylon, This act alienated them from their 
stricter brethren, who, fiom the fact that the murdered Ravana was him- 
self a Brahman, declined to assist at the ceremony, 7 


Their traditional orig n 


Rima is said to have sett ed the Sarwarzya in Gorakhpur. {hey are 
now found in Bahraich, along the Nepél border, m most parts of Oudh, 
in Azamgarh, Jaunpur, Mirzapur, Ghazipur, 
“Alla abad, Benares, and Shahabad 

The Sarwartya are the most numerous ofall the Kavougcya sub-tribes, 
Their male popultlion amounts to 968,000 They are of the same fine 
physique as the Kanoujiya proper, but donot as a rulemace such good 
solders, owing totheir caste pre tdices They are generally strict vegeta. 

rians,and rarely touch meat of any kind,* 

My tary quahtes and tebal They indulge in opium and déang, and nay 
eee chen, but nol smoke, tobacco, Thev can eat 
dachi prepared by any of their relatives, and pak? prepared by any other 
Sarwartya. 

- The Sarwartya are divided into tot gotras, Only three need be 
mentioned, za , hose which rank as Au/in gotras ¢e¢, the Garga,Ganlamya 
and Sandilya, The Garga are accorded the title of Suhel; the Gaulamya, 
Misr ; and the Sanditya Tripdthe or Trwdri. The Kultn gotras will 
never marry their daughters to the 98 gutras 
beneath them, but will take wives from their 
inferiors, on payment of heavy dowries Most Sarwardyqs admit that their 


Geographical d str but on 


Tribal divisions 





*It iv stated however, by tie Officer Command ng 1st Bengal Infahtry that the object on 
of Sarwariyas to meat naw no longer ex sts and thit f16 only pract co 4d fference between 
tam aid Xanougtyas is tyat tiey carry sadis n cher vivresacks qstenc f pits. Lads and 
paris are boti mde o the sime materi 5, vis. atta gh: ond water but dadisa so contain 
gir and are rol ed nto bal 3, whereas f/7is are snp y chapdéts made with ght, Toe d stinc. 
tion 18 thus a very triv'al one but it "s always rigorously adhered to, probably to emp 1size 
the dist netion between thesd two divisions,’ 
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tribe includes many Sawalakhias or descendants of the 1,25,000 persons 
of all castes who according to a Gorakhpur legend, were summarily invest- 
ed with the jando by Rajd Rim Baghél or some other Hindu chieftain 
who required the immediate attendance of a lakh and a quarter of Br&h« 
mans at a sacrifice, but was unable to collect the requisite number of real 
ones, A simular story 1s told of the Bhisnhars, 


SANADIIYA, 


The name of chis sub-Liibe 1s derived from Sanskrit saz, ‘aasterity,’ 
and adya, ‘wealth’ meaning one possessed of the wealth of religious aus- 
terity, The Sanddhya, like the Sarwariya, were separated ‘rom the 
Kanousiya proper for having assisted Rama 
in the sacrifices by which he celebrated the si 
defeat and death of Ravana. 


The Sanddhya occupy much the same tract of country as the Ka- 
moujiya proper, but more to the west, towards the Punjdband R4jptitana, 
They are found in Pullibhit, Budaun, Farukhabad, Ahgarh, Mainpuri, Muttra, 
Agra, and a portion of Etawah, They separ- 
ate the Kanoujzya proper on the cast, from 
the Gaur proper on the west. * 


Their traditional origin 


Geographical distr bution. 


The Sanddhya are less numerous than erther of the sub-tribes previously 
described, their male population being 304,000, Like the Sarwartya, they 
are usually strict vegetarians, which rather takes away from their value as 

soldicts They can both smoke and chew 
ere Oa raha tobacco, and indulgonce in such drugs as 
bhang*® and opium is permissible, ulin 
Sanddhs can only eat kacht cooked by other éudéns, but their park? can 
be prepared by any Sanddhs. Kachi must be eaten at the chauka, but 
: pakis may be carried in the havresack, and eaten anywhere. Non-kulit 
Sanddhs can eat hache and piirds (chapdéis made with géz) in com- 
mon, They are good agricultuists, and, contrary to the usual Brdhman 
custom, intermarry with other septs. They give their daughters to the 
Gaur in Aligarh and Meerut, and to the Kanowzya in Mainpuri and Eta- 
svah, 

The Sanddhya are divided into 14 gotras, Of these, four—wvzs., the 
Kasyap, Agast, Parashar, and Bat-Chaman, 
are accorded kulin rank Kulin Sanddhs 
marry among themsclves, but also take w'ves from other gotvas, when 
suitable dowries are provided. . 


Tribal divisions, 


# Bhang 1s a powerful st mulant extracted from wild hemp. 


7 
JAJHOTIYA, 

So called from ‘Fashotzya, the ancient name of Bundelkhund, where they 
are chieflysfound. They are also met with in the Hamirpur, Jhansi, and 
Lalitpur districts, and on the banks of the Nerbudda. The tribe is a small 
one, with a male population of only 37,000, and does not rank high in 
public estimation, The customs of the ¥ashotiya are akin to those of the 
Kanoujtya, but they furnish very few recruits for the army 


BHONHAR OR BHOINHAR. 


A bastard tribe of doubtful origin. The name is derived fron the San« 
skrit word d42mi, ‘land,’ and édva,‘ maker.’ They were probably Sarwartyas 
_, who fell in social grade through having become cultivators, The story of their 
origin is that when Paréshu Rama destroyed 
the Kshatriyas he bestowed their lands on 
Brahmans, who thereupon assumed the titleof Bhzsnhar. In popular 
estimation they are regarded as the offspring of Brdhmans by Kshatriya 
women, and vice versd. ° 


Traditional orig n 


Bhiinhars are found in the Benares, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, Ghazipur, 
Geographical distr bution. Ballia, Gorakhpur, Azamgarh and Shdhabad 
districts, and have a male population of 


161,000 


The ceremonial rites of Bhitinhars are the same as those of true 
Brdhmans, but they do not peiform any priestly offices nor do they accept 
religious offerings. They are saluted lice other Brdhmans with a prandm* 
or parlagi, and like them bestow the as¢réddt or Br&éhmanical blessing. 
They are generally referred to as Bhitinhar Thakdrs or Réjpdis, but in 

Milltary qualities and trbat Character bear a far grealer resemblance 

pecul arities, to Bréhmans than to the warrior caste, 

Bhiinhdry tribes all intermarry on terms of 

equality, and eat in common. Though often admirable soldiers individu- 

ally, Bhdinhdrs are generally too quarrelsome and fond of intrigue to 

render their enlistment desirable, Their pugnacious habits are pithily 
described in the following well-known couplet— 


“ Babhan, Kutta, Hdihi, 
Linn sat ha ght? 


¢ Bébhans, dogs, and elephants, are all three ready combatants’ 


. + Basiag?, te ‘1 prostrae nyself humb y at your feet’ Prandm fe a Hindu salutation 
¢onsisting of a slight tnclination of the hzad and the appl cation of the joined hands to the 
forehead. 

+ Asirbad, 4, ey “may your wealth increase,” 
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The term £4dhan is rather contemptuously applied to Bhiiuhdrs by 
other classes, and means a sham Bréhman, Their physique is generally 
good, and their religious and social customs are much the samg as those 
of genuine Bréhmans, Bhinkérs generally style themselyes Sigh or 
Rat, and owing tc the names of many of thew gotras being identical 
with those of Rayotit clans and to S¢ygh be'ng a recognized Rajput suffix, 
they often try to pass themselves off as Chhatris,* and as guch have gained 
admittance to many regiments, The Bhiii‘nhdr tribe is well described as 
‘Ca fine manly race, with the delicate Aryan type of feature in full perfec- 
tion, bold and overbearing in character, and decidedly inclined to be tur- 
bulent.’+ The heall of the tribe is the Maharaja of Benares 


Tribal divisions Bhitinkdrs are divided into the following , 


16 clans ;—~ 
Kaugik Birghbans. Bomwar. Kastwar. 
Garg or Gargbansi Chenchu . Kiowar Sabran ya, 
* Birwar. Kurhan ya Sakarwar, Bhrad Awdj, 
Gautam Sand 1, Donwar Sarpak hanya 


GAUR PROPER, 


This sub-tribe is said by some authorities to be named after the river 
Ghaggar, while others say that the word is a 
corruption of Gauda or Gonda, where such 


Braéhmans were once very numerous, 


Traditional orlg n 


Tie Gaur proper claim to have heen originally settled in the Haridna 
district, 2¢, Rohtak and H ssar, bat they are now foaad in Saharanpur, 
Bijnor, Moradabad, Muzaffarnagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh, and Meerut, and 
about Delhi and the eastern districts of the 
Punj4b They separate the Sanddhyas of 
the North-West P-ovinces from the Séraswats of the Punjab. 


Geographical d stribut on, 


The Gaur proper ara ignorant and bigoted They look down upon 
their neighbours the Sdraswats, and do not make very good soldiers, as 
they are strict vegetarians and will neither 

cictiteee and trbal touch meat or fish, nor drink liquor, They 
chew and smoke tobacco, and canall sat dacht 


and pakke in common, 


rrr aap ts 

? It may here by mentloned that theterms Kshitely , C phutrl, Tididie, and Rajpat are 

Ul practically synonymous Tho Frat two may be said to be the religious, and the lagt two 
De socfal denom nations of the race 


t Races of the North-Western Provinces of Indla--Zvsig#t, 
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The Gaur proper appear to be divided into 42 sub-divisions, of which 


Tribal div sions, the most important are the following i= 
Adh Gaur, Gijar Gaur, 
7 Jéged Gaur Dharam Gaur, 
Kaithil Gaur, Siddh Gaur 


SARASWAT OR SARSOT 
Are so named afler the river Sdvaswdt?, a stream sacred to Sfragwati, 
wife of Bréhma, goddess of learning and 


‘Traditional orig'n. i i 
ional orig’ patroness of Hindu literature 


The Sdraswat occupy the whole of the Punjab with the exception of a 
portion of the Jumna and south eastern dis- 
tiicts which are occupied by the Gaur proper, 
‘Lhey are a very ancient race and undoubtedly Lelong to the earliest of the 
Aryan settlements. They are most nu nerous in the Dogra country 7¢,, in 
the tract bounded on the west by the Chendb, on the east by the Sutlej, on 
the north by the Ilimalayas, and on the south by the Sialcot, Gurdaspur, 
and Hoshiaipur districts, 1n the plains, east of the Sutlej, the Sdraswat 
Bréhmans are Levites rather than priests; they hold and cultivate large 
areag of land, and their spiritual influence is but slight. West of the 
Sutlej they become less numerous, rave no territorial organization, and 
are chiefly descended from pavo/uts or family priests who have followed 
the fortunes of their chents, The Séraswats of the Eastern Punjab are 
generally industrious cultivators, “in the hills thei pride of castle, and 
the fact that a large portion of their subsistence comes to them without 
the necessity of toil, renders them impatient of manual labour, and like 
the Rajpiits they look upon the actual operation of ploughing as degrading,” 


Geograph cal distribution 


The Sdvaswat are less grasp ng and quarrelsome than the Gaur 
proper, and much less rigid in observance of caste rules, eating and 
sthoking without objection with other respectable Ilindu castes, such as 
Banyas, Khatris, and Kdyaths, They are singularly free from prejudice, 

Milttary qualities and ttibal pe» and will eat meat and smoke tobacco, Of 
pata tees a) their nifitary qualities little can be said, for 
hardly any Sdraswa¢ Brdhmans are serving in the army except those 
enlisted as Dogras, « , 

The Séraswat are divided into the nine following sub-tribes, inter. 
spetsed with each dther, and having no geo- 
graphical limits :—~ 
Panja, Bérahi, Kash nivl, 

Ashtbans, Bhdwan Dogare, 
Shatbans, Bhunjéhe, Séraddwé}. 


Tribal divis ons, 
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SPURIOUS AND DOUBTFUL TRIBES. 


TAGAS, 


The Zagas are peaceful agriculiurists found in Delhi Kurndlpand, the 
Upper Dodb of the Ganges and Jumna, ‘hey are said to be Gaur Bréhe 
mans by origin, and to have acquired their present name, because they” 
abandoned (éag-déna) pr estly functions and took to agriculture. They 
are of superior social stand'ng, and seclude their women, About three- 
fourths of their total number have adopted Isldm and ceased to wear the 
janéo.® The Hindus still wear it, but they are disowned by other Bidh. 
mans, and admit theirinferiority by employing Brahman pundtts like other 
classes They are unskilful cultivators, and must be carefully distinguished 
from the 7agzs, a criminal tribe, also of Brahman origin, found in the 
same locality The Zagas are a fine race and are divided into two clans—~ 
the &zssa or ‘uncorrupted,’ and the Dussa or ‘cortupted,’ Kardo or widow- 
marriage is al owed anong the Dussas, but not among the Bissas ; hence 
the meaning of their names 
: OjHAs, 

The Ojha Bréhman is a performer of spells and charms, He is 
supposed to have special jurisdiction over Bhits and Prets, ¢ e,, imps and 
goblins, in the existence of which uncducated Hindus pace inplicit 
credence When a Iindu falls sick, it 1s custumary to send for an Osha 
to exoreize the malignant spirit causing the malady. Brdhnans of the 
Tantrik or Cyha class are to a large extent descended from aboriginal 
priests, They should never be enlisted, 


MAud-BrAtMans, UCHARYA, OQ? ACHAJ 


These are te Bré mins who p-rforn the funeral ceremonies After 
the cremal'1n the Mdhd Bi diman's seated on the dead man’s charpoy, the 
sons or relat’ves | ft him up and al make obeisance to him, He then re- 
ceiver the chavpa) and al the wearing apparel of the deceased as his per- 
quisite. He ides ona donkey aid 1s cons dered soimpure that in many 
vil ages he 1s not perm tted toenter the gate The tlle of Adhd Brdhman 
hasbeen bestowed on this casle in irony, to d gnify a mean trade by a grand 
Tame 


OCCUPATIONAL DIVISIONS. 


Besides the geographical and racial olassificat on into tribes clang, 
and gofras, Bré mans are further div ded into two occupational classes 





* Tho ganéo or sac-ed thread s the enb om worn by al Brdh 
porn ox gis aes Chapeet UI, pages y réh nans to tid cate the + twices 


al 


the pddha, pand?t, or priestly class, and the agricultural or secular class 
whose sacerdotal functions ar2 purely passive, 


Pddhas or Pundits must be acquainted with the Hindu ritual in ordi- 
nary use at weddings, funerals, and the like, and be able to repeat the 
sacred texts appropriate to such occasions, They generally combine a little 
astrology with this knowledge, and can cast horoscopes aud write charms. 


Secular Brahmans, who are far more numerous than pundits, are 
potential priests, but exercise no saceidotal functions beyond the receipt 
of offerings. A considerable number are parohtts or hereditary household 
priests, who receive as a right the alms and offerings of their clients, 
and attend upon them when the presence of Brdhmans is necessary. But 
besides the pavohits there is a large body of Bidhmans who supplement 
the offerings of their clients by field labour, or who, by forming themselves 
into agricultural communities, have become cultivators pure and simple, 
The two latter classes are always ready to partake of a meal thus enab- 
ling the Hindu peasant to feed the number of Brahmans prescribed “for 
occasions of rejoicing and the propitiatory ceremonies connected with the 
death of a relative, It is from these secu/ar Brahmans that we obtain the 
majority of our recruits. 


CHAPTER IH. 
RELIGION AND CUSTOMS, 
RELIGION. 





The Hindu religion may be said to have passed through the three 
following stages, each of which will be biiefly described -—~ 


1, Védism 2, Brdhmanism. 3 Hinduism. 


ViDISM. 


The religion brought by the Aryans into India, from their homes in 
Central Asia, was a simple form of Nature-Worship. The deities of the 
early Hindus were Surya, Agni, and Indra, or Sun, Fire, and Rain, the 
miffor divinities cf the earth, air, and sky, being regarded merely as 
associates of this elemental triad. The traditions of this pri nitive petiod 
are contained in the Védas, a series of hymns and ftexis, expressing 
the wants and beliefs of the people and their manner of mvok ng and 
ptaising their gods. The Védie hymns contam no iterdictions against 
widow-marriage, 0° foreign travel, nor do they insist upon child-marriage, 
or the vexatious restrictions of caste all of which owe their origin lo the 
Brahmans, The gods of the Véd’e period were bright and fiiendly, 
There were no terible blood-drinking deities to propitiate. Sacrifice was 
merely a symbol, representing the gratitude of the people to their divine 
protectors, The ordinary offerings consisted of the sacred oma, or rice, 
milk, butter, and curds, with animal sacrifices on occasions of special) 
solemnity, 


BRAuMANISM. 


The gradual formation of a special class, devoled to religious medita- 
tion, led to the organization of a regular pr esthood who officiated at the 
sactifices, and mou ded the Nature-Worship of the Védas into a definite 
philosophical creed, made manifest by an elaborate ritual, The deepest 
thinkers felt that all material things were permeated by a divine spirit, 
This vague, mysterious, all-pervading power, which was wholly unbound 
by limitations of personality, at last became real, The breath of life re. 
ceived aname, They called it drahmdx, from the Sanskrit dr2h, ‘to 2xpand,’ 
because it expanded itself through space, diffusing itself everywhere, and 
in everything. The old Védtc tiiad disappeared, Agni, Indra, and 
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Surya gave “way to Bréhma, Vishnu, and Siva In other words, the 
forces of Nature were identified with a yague spiritual power, which when 
manifested as a Creator was called Bréhma; as a Preserver, Vishnu, as a 
Destroyer, Shiva, and found its human manifestation in the sacred order 
of Brahmans, who were thus raised immeasurably above the rest of mankind, 
The Védie idea of sacrifices: was that they were, thanks-offerings to the 
gods; but as Védism developed nto Brdhmanism, the whole theory of 
sacrifice changed. Tt was considered that the gods required to be nourish- 
ed by the essence of the food offered, and that their worshippers 
should take advantage of ther being pleased and invy'gorated, to obtain 
from them the boons they desited, This idea was further developed 
into a belief that super-human powers were to be attained by sacrifices, 
which as a natural result became more and move complicated. According 
to the true theory of Brd&hmanism, all visible forms on earth are emana- 
tions of the Almighty. Stones, rivers, plants, and animals, are all progres- 
sive steps in the infinite evolution of His Being. The highest earthly eman- 
atronis man, and the highest type of nan is the Brdhman, who is the ap« 
pointed mediator between gods and humanity, In the Z'y/muyéd or Hindu 
Trinity, all three persons are equal, and their functions interchangeable. 
All three are imbued with the same div'ne essence, and as the latter is all- 
pervading, they may be worshipped through the medium of inferior gods, 
goddesses, ancestors, heroes, Brahmans, animals, and plants. 


Tlinpuism, 


We now arrive at the third stage of [lindu religious thought, and the 
modern forms of Hindu worghip. The main point of difference between 
Bréhmanism and Hinduism is that the latter subordinates the worship of 
the Creator Bréhma, to that of Vishnu, Siva, and the wives of these 
divinities, allowing each sect to exalt its favourite god above and in 
place of all others, 


“Hinduism ts based on the idea of universal receptivity, It has, so to 
speak, swallowed, digested, and assimilated, something from every creed. It 
had opened its doors to all comers It has welcomed all, from the highest 
to the lowest, if only willing, admit the spiritual supremacy of Bréhmans, and 
conform to the usages of caste. In this manner it has held out the right 
hand of fellowship to fetish-warshirping aborigines; it has stooped to the 
devil worship of various savage tribes; ithas not scrupled to encourage 
‘the adoration of the fish, the boar, the serpent, trees, plants, and gtones } ; 
it has permitted a descent to the most degrading cults of the Dravidian 
races; while at the same time it has ventured to rise to the loftiest 
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heights of philosophical speculation, It has artfully appropriated Buddhism, 
and gradually superseded that competing system, by drawing its adherents 
within the pale of its own communion ” 


Hindus are now divided into five principal sects — 


* 


1 —Shaivaz or worghippers of Stza 
2,~-Vaishnivas or worshippers of Vishnu. 


3.—Shdktas or worshippers of the female personification of energy, 
as typified by the wives of the gods, 


4,—Ganapatyas or worshippers of Ganapatt or Gandésh, the god of 
good fortune 


5.—Sauras 01 worshippers of Surya, the Sun God, 


Of these, SAé4éism and the worship of Ganésh are both mere off. 
shoots of Shatudsm ; while Brdhmans whether Shazvas or Vaishudvas, both 
Worship Surya or Suray Nérayan, invoking him daily in the gaydérd, the 
most popular of the Pédie prayers. The members of these various sects 
are tolerant of each other’s creeds, and all appeal to the Purdnas* as their 
special bibl-. All however show marked points of difference, some of 
which will now be noticed. The great bulk of Brahmans are either 
Shaivas or Vatshndvas 


SNAIVISM OR SIVA-WORSHIP, 


Siva is less human and far more mystical than the incarnated Vishnu 
He is generally worshipped as an omnipotent god who has replaced Brdhma 
the Creator, and granted new life to all created things but only through 
death and disintegration—hence his title of ‘Destroyer.’ He s not re- 
presented by the image ofa man, but by amyslic symbol—the nga t or 
phallus—the emblem of creative power, which is supposed to be ina state 
of perpetual heat and excitement, and to require to be refreshed by the 
constant sprinkling of cold water, and the application of cooling d:/va leaves, 
Siva is also kncwn as Ridra and Mahédéo, and his worship is generally 
associated with Nandi, the sacred bull, and favourite attendant of the god, 





*The Purduas are so caled because they profess to teach what Is anciert, They are 
48 in number and are ascr ded to an Indlan poet named Valmik, It 1s probable, however, that 
they were real y written by various authors between the 8th and 1gth centur es. In the present 
state of Hindu belief the Purdnas exercise a very general influence. Port ons of them are 
ublic y sead and expounded to al ¢ asses of peop e; observances of feasts and fects are regue 
Fated py them; and temp'es, towns mountuir s, ard rivers, to wh ch pi grimages are made, owe 
their sanct ty to the legends they contain, —Cyclopada of Inda Balfour, + 
+ 'The Unga o¢ phallus is the male organ, The omblem—a plain column of atone, or 
sometimes a cone of plastic mud—suggests no offensive ideas, The psople call it Siva or 
MohadévaDictionary of Hindu Mythology,-Dowson, 
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An important difference between Shazvas and Vazshudvas may here 
be noticed. Siva worshippers eat meat, a privilege which is denied to 
the followers of Vishnu, 


VAISHNAVISM OR VISHNU-WORSHIP 


Vish is the most hu nan and humane of the gods. Hesympathises with 
men’s trials and condescends to be born of human parents He is usually 
represented by the complete image of a well-formed human being, either 
that of Kiishna or Réma,* (his two principal mcarnations) which is every 
day roused from slumber dressed, decorated with jewels, fed with offerings 
of grain and sweetmeats, and then put to sleep again like an ordinary man, 
while the remains of the food offered are eagerly consu ned by the priests. 
Vaishnévism is the most tolerant form of Hindmsm It hasan elastic 
creed capable of adaptation to al varieties of opmion and practice, and 
can proclaim Buddha, or any rema-kable man, to be an incarnation of 
the god, The chief charactertstic of Vishnu is lis condescension in in- 
fusing his essence ir.o aaina.s and men, wth the objec of delivesag hig 
worshippers from certain special dangers, 


The incarnations of Vishnu are ten in nunber In the first he appear+ 
ed asa fish; in the second asa torto se in the third as a boar, 10 the fourth 
asaman-lion inthe fifthas adwarf; in the sixth as Paréshu or the 
axe-armed RAéma, the champ‘on of the Brdhmans, and their saviour from 
their Kshatriya oppressors, in the seventh as the lgh-born Réma, King 
of Ajudhya, and hero of the Rémdyana of which an account has already 
been given, in the cighth as IX ishna, a Kshatriya of the lunar race, who 
was brought up humbly amgng cow herds, and whose life 1s described in 
the Miuthdbharata ; in the ninth as the sceptical Buddha ‘The tenth in- 
carnation has yet to come, It 1s to Lake place when, the world is wholly 
depraved, when the god will appear in Lie sky, to redecm the righteous, 
destroy the wicked, and restore the age of purity 


SHAKTISM OR GODDESS-WORSHIP, 


Shéktism, in the simplest acceplation of the term, is the worshtp of 
Shékér of female force personified as a goddess, The male nature of 
the Hindu triad was supposed Lo req tire to be supplemented by the asso- 
ciation of each of the three gods with a sh@ééi or type of female energy. 
Thus Straswalis the goddess, of speech and learning came (obo tegarded as 
the shé&ée or consort of Bréhma, Lakshmi the goddess of beauty and for- 
tune, as that of Vishnu; and Parvau, daughter of the li nalayas, as that 
of Siva. 








RA . The name of Rim 1s used for the ordinary salutation, of ove Hindu to another, ' Ram 
m 
4 
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Hindus, whether Shaivas or Vatshndvas, are separated into two great 
classes The first, called dadshina-mdrgrs or “followers of the right hand 
path” are devoted to either Siva-Parvati or Vishnu-Lakshmi, in their 
double nature as male and female. The second, called vema-mdérgis or 
followers of the “left hand path” are addicted to mystic and secret 
rites, and display special preference for the jfemade or left hand side 
of each dejty, The bible of the latter is the Tdutvas, which 
are believed to have been directly revealed by Siva to his wife Parvati, 
Ibis these Shdktas or left hand worshippers who devote themselves to the 
worship of Parvati rather than Siva, and of Lakshmi rather tha1 Vishnu; 
in the same way the secl shows greater reverence for Rédha and Sita~the 
two incarnations of Lakshmi—than for Krishna and Réma, the contem. 
poraneous incarnations of her husband, Another favourite deity of the 
Shdhtas, is Amba or Dévi, the mother of the universe, “the mighty myster’ous 
force whose function it is to control and direct two distinct operations, ue, 
(x) the working of the natural appetites and passions, whether for the sup- 
port of the body by eating and drinking, or for the propagation of life 
through sexual cohabitation , and (2) the acquisition of supernatural facul- 
ties, whether for man’s own individual exaltation, or for the annihilation of 
his opponents,” 


Parvati, under her olher names of Débi, Kali, Bhaw4ni, or Darga is the 
principal goddess of SAéki/sm, She is described as a terriblo b ood-drink- 
ing divinity, black m colour, fierce in temperament, besmeared with gore 
wreathed with skulls, and only to be propiliated by animal or even human 
sacrifices, She was ptobably an aboriginal deity adopted by the Brahmans 
to popularise Hinduism among the non-Aryan races, 


THe WorsuIP or GANESH AND VILLAGE AND IJOUSELIOLD DIITIES, 


Ganapati or Ganésh is the god of good luck and the remover of diffi- 
culties. He is ccnsidered as a kind of king of the demons, ruling over good 
and bad alike, and controlling the malignant spirits who are continually 
plotting against the peace of humanity. Thuis deity is representgd by the 
grotesque figure of a short, fat, red-coloured man, with a big belly and 
the head of an elephant, No public festivals are held in ns honour, but 
his image is in every house, and he is always worshipped pror to the 
commencement of important business. On writing a book his aid is 
always invoked, and lus picture is frequently drawn over the doors of 
shops and houses, to ensure success and good fortune to the owners. 


Under this heading a few of the minor godlings may be noticed, 
Hanuman the menkey god is worshipped throughout India, He owés his 


= 
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popularity to the fact that le assisted Réma to recover his wife Sita from 
Révan the demon-king, The Aryans habitually referred to the Aboriginal 

tribes or Désyus ‘as black complexioned flat 

Village gods. nosed and monkey-like, thus Hanumén, 

really an aboriginal chief who rendered Réma 

valuable assistance in his expedition to Ceylon, was transformed by popular 
tradition first into a monkey general, and eventually into a monkey god, 
Sitala Dévi is the small-pox goddess, and 1s held in the ittmost dread. BAstts 
are the spirits of men who have died violent deaths either by accident, sui- 
cide, or capital punishment without the subsequent performance of proper 
funeral ceremonies Préés are the spirits of deformed and crippled persons 
Pisdcha are devils created by men’s vices, 

Demons. All these demons must be propitiated by offer- 

ings of food and the incantation of mdéntras. 

Nearly every village has two or three divinities of its own, These are gen- 
erally deceased local celebrities, deified for the occasion, and worshipped 
in the shape of a mound of earth or stones, at the foot of a pépal or 

some other sacred tree, 


THE WORSHIP oF SURYA, THE SUN Gop, 


The adoration of Surya or Stiray Nérayan is a Védie survival of the 
greatest antiquity, Although there are but few temples dedicated to lus 
worship, he is adored by all Hindus, irrespective of sect He is generally 
regarded as a manifestation of all three persons of the [Jindu Trimty, In the 
east al morning, he represents Brd4ma or Creation ; overhead at noon, he 
typifies Yeshnu or Preservation; in the west at evening Svea or Destruction, 
The Gayéir? or morning prayer of the Brahman is an invocation to the 
suns vivifying cssence—“ let us meditate on that excellent glory of the 
diyme sun : may he enlightsn our understanding.” 


MINOR FORMS OF WORSHIP, 


First and foremost comes the worship of the cow. “Of all animals it is 
the most sacred. Every part of its body is inhabited by some deity, 
Every hair on ils bodyis inviolable. All its excreta are hallowed. Any 
spot which a cow has condescended to honour 
with the sacred deposit of her excrement 
is for ever consecrated gcound, and the filthiest place plastered with it 
is at once cleansed and freed from pollution, while tie ashes produced by 
burning this substance are of such a holy nature thal they not only make 
clean all material things, but have only to be sprinkled over a sinner to 
conyert him into a saint,” 


The worship of the cow. 
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Serpent worship was practised originally by aborigines and was prob. 
ably adopted from them by the Bréhmans, 
Images of snakes are usually to be found efther 
round the /snga, or stretched oul as a canopy over it, 


Serpont worship 


‘Lhe trees, plants, and trutts reverenced by Hindus are the ¢uésé or 
holy basil ; the pepal , the delve or él ; the vata 
or banyan; the emra or mango; the nim; 
the lotus ; the cocoa-nut ; and the dusa or sacred grass, 


Plant and tree wors) ip 


The planets are worshipped and give names tothe days of the week. 
Thus Monday is named after Soma, the Moon: 
Tuesday after AZangala, Mars , Wednesday 
after Budh, Mercury; Thursday afler Vrihaspadt, Jupiter; Fitday after 
Shukra, Venus , Saturday after Sez, Saturn; and Sunday after Surya, the 
Sun God 


* Many rivers ate worshipped by Hindus The Ganges 1s supposed to 
flow from Vishnu's foot, and to fallon Siva’s head. The rivar 1s consi- 
dered so sacred that there ts no sin, however hemous, whic1 cannol be 
atoned for by bathing in its sacred stream; hence the traffic in Ganges 
water, which is transported in small bottles to the most distvnt parts of 
the country The ¢rtdéu?d or confluence of the Ganges, Jumna, and 
Séraswétr* al Allahabad, is one of the most 
popular places of Hindu pilgrimage The 
Ganges $s said to have lost its sanctily in 1895, when the Nerbudda replaced 
itasthe holiest of Indian rivers The mere sight of the Nerbudda 1s said to 
purify the soul from gull, The dead may be cremated on both of ils banks 
whereas only the north bank of the Ganges should be used for that purpose 


~ Planet worstup, 


River worship, 


It 1s well known that the []indu doctrine with regardto a “uture state 
is a belief in the transmigration of the soul Most ofthe gods have their 
own heavens, and as thousands of years may elapse between sach of his 
Teappearances upon earth, the prayer of the 
devout Hindu is that he may be permitted to 
pass these periods of peace in the heaven of the deity whom he has selected 
asthe object of his particular devotion. 


* The Hindu heayon, 


Besides heavens of various degrees of felicity, Hindu mythology 
provides a number of hells, of different degrecs of horror, the roads to 
which are long and painfu , over burning sands, and pointed rec -hol stones 


iene moaned anne cere aestermnrdimesbeen treatment afr atti 
* Tho SéraswAti onco a fa nots a’yor n Norti-Western India is now drod up. Its 
formor position {s indicated on tha map at the ani af this yoluma. ‘Lhe rivet formorly joined 
{ho Indus but fa row bel eved by Hindus to flow undergrouid ns fay ns Alahabad, wheie 
Joins the Ganges aid Jum We 
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Along these, amidst showers of scalding water, and through caverns filled 
with all sorts of lerrifying objects, the Iindu 
sinner threads his way Lo the judgment seat of 
Yama,*—whose throne is surrounded by a terrible river called Vaitarénim 
the Styx of the Hindu hell, Heie 1¢ is tried by the God of Death, and 
consigned to a heaven or a hell, according to his conduct during ! fe. 


« The Hindu hell, 


All Hindus go through their daily devotions alone, either in their own 
\ houses, or at any temple, tank, or stream, 


Daily devot ons ¢ rae 
in convenient proximity to their homes 


Shawwas, Varshnévas, and Shdktas, the thee principal sects of Hindus, 
are \ecognisable one from the other by the peculiar caste marks, called 
tildka or pundra, which they wear on their foreheads Those of Shacvas 
consists of three horizontal strokes made with the white ashes of burnt 
supstances, to repiesent tie disintegrating 
forces of Siva, those of Vasshudvas of tfree 
upright marks close together, red or yellow in the cenlie and white at 
the sides, to represent the footprint of Vishnu, those of ShéAzas ofa small 
semi-circular line above the eyebrows with a small round patch m the 
middle, The branding of the arms, breasts, etc., is also different for each sect 
Shatvas brand themselves with the sign of the trident and /inga, the 
weapon and symbol of Siva; Vazshadoas with thatof the club, the discus 
or quoit, and the conch-shell, which are the special emblems of Vishnu 


Caste marks, 


Shatvas and Vaishndvas both wear rosaries of beads round their 


necks The Shaiva rosaryis a sling of 32 or 64 rough beiries of the 
rudréksha tree, while that of the Vatshudpas 


Boar is made of the wood of the sacred ¢y/s/ plant, 
and consists of 108 beads. 


Customs, 


The principal phases inthe life of a Bréhman are celebrated by 
twelve appropriate ceremonies caled karams, These commence fiom a 
period anterior to his birth, when the Elindu mother first indulges in the 
hope of offspring, and continue through almost every incident of his 
cateer, until the thirteenth day after death, when his soul is supposed to 
wing its flight to another world, Only the most important of these 
karams need be mentioned, vz, those relating to— 


(a) Birth, 
* Yam is the God of death 
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(6) Initiation into the Bréhmanical religion by investiture with 
the yanéo or sacred thread, a ceremony resembling the 
Chris:ian rite of baptism, « 


(c) Marriage. 
(@) Death 


CEREMONIES RELATING TO BIRTIL 


On the birth of a male child, the father or a relative at once summona 
the parohit or famiy priest, and inquires of him whether the infant was 
born ata propitious moment. The pavokéé, with many forms and cere- 
monies, then consults the stars, keeping 
a note of his observations for subsequent 
record in the yanam-fatri, or horoscope, which is ane aborate statement 
of every particular relating to the child’s birth, parentage, ruling constel- 
lations, and future prospects. 

" If the parohit's reply is favourable, the ai (barber) s sent 
round to summon relations and friends, who thereupon tender their con- 
gratulations to the family, while the parohit, assisted by five other 
Bréhmans, goes through the riles prescribed for the occasion. 


$d Karam or br h 


After a week of feasting and rejoicing the parvohit is asked to fix 
upon a propitious cay for the naming of the child, This is done after 
consultation of the janam-pair’ and other 

Nd Kavarsor oacilog formalities requiring the attendance of Bréh- 


mans, 


About 49 days after birth the infant 1s carried outside the house and 
méntras or sacred texts are repeated to Surya the Sun God, When the 
child is about two years old, an auspicious day is selected for the cere- 
mony of tonsure, which is performed twice, 
On the first occasion the hair is entirely re- 
moved, but at the second shaving a small tufl called the churke or chot? is 
left at the top of the head, 

Ifthe mfantis born in the 19th wakshaéra of the Zodiac,* called Aft] 
the mother 1s secluded for 27 days, and the father is not permitted to seq his 


en 

* The Zodiac is an imaginary zo1¢ of the heavens w thin which He the paths o the sun 
moon, and principal planets. The Zodiac of modern astronomers s divided into 12 signs 
mat sed vy 12 curstc! at on, The Hndu Zod ac 1s a lunar one and s divided nto a7 
mans ons c2 ed aakshat‘as,a word origiia ly sign fying atu in ganeral but appropriated to 
des gnate corta nsmall stelar groups marking the div sions of tie lunie track The 27 
nakshalvas are supposed tocorraspond w ¢1 tha 27) days a which ¢1¢ moon revolves round the 
carth A specs] takshaira is appropriated toovery Oscurrence inl fe O10 is prositious to 
marriage, another to entrance upor school !fe, a th rd to the first ploughing, a 
fourth to aying the founiat ons ofahouse, Fostlyals for the dead ara appointed to be held 
undor thoso that include but one star, ’--Zneyclopadia Eniianusca, 


Métran or tonsire. 
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child except as a reflection in a mirror, or a vessel filled with melted ghz. 
Omission of this precaution would, it is considered, result in the child’s 
death within a year, During this period no strangers are admitted into the 
house &nd the father neither shaves nor sends his clothes to the wash. On 
the 27th day the pavohitis sent for,and a nost elaborate ceremony is gone 
through, called the 2é-p447 pi/a, in which many Bréhmans assist, involving 
the parents in great expense. The Zavohz/ concludes the rite by announ- 
cing that the incubus of the 4Z#/ or unpropitious birth has been renoved 
and the establishmentis at last punfied. 


On the birth of a daughter all feasting and rejoicing is dispensed with, , 
only the bare rites being observed. . 


CCREMONIES RELATING TO RELIGIOUS INITIATION OR INVESTITURE 
WITH THE ¥anéo. 

The yanéo or sacred thread is the emblem worn by the three lghest 
castes of indus to symbolize their secondor spiritual buth, and to mark 
the distinction between themselves and the 
once-born Sudras, It consists of three strings 
of spun cotton, varying in length according to caste, The length of a Brah- 
man jando® is 96 chiétas,a chia being the circumference of four fingers of 
the right hand, : 


The Yanéo or sacred thread. 


Ouce invested with this hallowed symbol, the Bréhman never parts 
with it, ‘Thenceforth it serves as a constant re ninder of his 1egenorate 
condition and of his duties as a member of the sacred order, It is usually 
worn over the left shoulder and under the right arm, but when the wearer 
is actually engaged at h.s devo ‘ons, 1e changes its position for difflercnt 
rites, in the same way as a priest changes his ecclesiastical vestments, 
The Lriple form of the sacred thread is supposed to’sy nbolize Brdhma, 
Vishnu, and Siva, the three persons of the Hindu Trmity, and Earth 
Air, and Heaven, the three worlds pervaded by their essence. The jando 
must be made by Bréhmans, and should be renewed once a month, 


, The investiture of a Hindu with the yando represents his formal ad. 
mission into the ranks of the twice-born. It usually takes place when he 
is from 8 to 12 years of age, Prior to this ceremony a boy, though a Bréh- 
man by birth, is nota Bréhman by religion, 
and, as his seniors will not feed with him, he 
may eat with anyone, and do almost anything without prejudice to caste. The 


Upanyane ot initiat on. 


* The number of knots tled at the ends of a Br&iman’s jandéo, varies; ho nay bi 
{Triprdwa Panchprdwa, or Sdiprawa, i. ¢, a Brdéyman with a three knotted, five knotted, o 
seven knotted cord, . 
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ceremony is most laborate. At the moment of investiture, the officiating 
pundit whispers the Gaydévi, a verse from the Védas into the boy's ear, The 
parohtt then addresses the lad, and, after impressing upon him the onerous 
nature of his responsibilities, inculcates various precepts for his rehgious 
and moral conduct, Early next morning he is miliated into the ceremonies 

of daily life, ceremonies which from that day can never be laid aside ‘The 
expenses of this ceremony ace enormous, and are rivalled only by those 
attending marriage 


CEREMONIES RELATING TO MARRIAGE 


The ceremonies attending the marriage rite ale even more elaborate 
than those relating to birth and investiture with the yanéo, Before any other 
steps are taken, the pavohet is asked to fix a propitious day The first 
moye 1s then made by the girl’s father, who, when his daughter is about 
eight years of age, inquires from friends and relations after an eligible lad. 
Ilaving made a selestion, he proceeds to the lad’s village, accompanied 
by his barber, and there arranges for an introduction to the boy’s 
father, As soon as preliminanes have been settled, the lad’s father bings 
his son, dressed in his best clothes, for inspection by the gurl’s relations, 
If approved of, a pundit is engaged to scru- 
_ timse the boy's janam-patri, and the con« 
stellations are consulled to decide whether the lunar mansions in which 
both parties were born, combine propitiously, If the combinations are 
favourable, a ¢elah or ééha ts affixed (o the lad’s forehead, and the question 
of dowty is then gone into. As soon as this is settled, friends and relations 
aic infor ned of the engagement, and the young couple are formally be- 


trothed 


Bayricha or Betrotha 


The next step is to select an auspicious date for the Beedh or mar- 
riage ceremony Tus asa rule involves numerous references to the stars, 
and every hitch in the proceedings has to be got over by propiliatory gilts 
tothe pundits 


The most favourable season for marriages 1s the spring, but marriage 
may take place im any of the following months, each of which possesses 
peculiar attributes 
Magh,ée, from about roth January to roth February. 

Phégan fe, , » Toth February to roth March, 
Baisakh¢¢, »  » roth April to roth May 
Joyt, te, ’ » xoth May to roth June, 
Aséthyte, yy ROH June to roth July, 
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The month of Afégh is said to bring a wealthy wife, Phdgan a good 
Piatti tate staged manager, Baisakh and Jeyt a dutiful help- 

mate, while matriages in Asérh are reputed 
to be very prolific, 


As soon as the aciual date of the mainage is settled, friends and re'a« 
tions are invited to take part in the Bardé or wedding procession, and all 
are asked to bring their retinues so as to add to the dignity of the occa- 
sion, 


On the morning of the bridegroom’s departure for the bride s house, he 
is crowned, dressed in yellow, adorned with jewels, wreathed in flowers, and 
his feet dyed red, He then mounts his ga/&z, with his younger brother of 

“cousin as best man Before starting, offermgs are made at the village 
The Bardé ot marriage proces: shrines, and a visit is paid tothe village well. 
sion Here the bridegroom's mother pretends that 
she will throw herself in unless he- son repays her for the Jove and care 
bestowed upon him since his birth, The lad thereupon seizes her, and 
swearing eternal devotion, implores his mother to prolong her Iife for his 
sake. To this she of course consents, and the Bard? having meanwhile 
formed up, a staitis made forthe brides house, It is generally arranged 
that the procession should aruive towards evening, its approach being 
invariably announced by the xaz or family barber, 


As the bridegroom’s parly draws near, the bride’s friends form 
themselyes into a procession, and with torches, drums, and singing, wel- 
come the arnival of the Bardéé, Afler an exchange of salutations, the 
bridegroom is ceremoniously conducted to the bride’s door where he 1s re« 
ceived by her relations A religious ceremony follows, accompanied by a 
general distribution of presents, and money is thrown out, and scrambled 
for by the crowd outside, The bridegioom now returns to his camp, which 
is usually pitched in a neighbouring tope of trees. After a short pause 
for refreshments the bride’s arohed arrives wilh two yandos, Some pre- 
liminary ceremonies are gone through, and then the bridegroom's ;aneo\ 
is removed and replaced by two new ones, one in place of that taken 
off, and the other the shdd? or marriage jando, thereafter always worn. 
Hence it is that though at imvestiture only one yando 1s assumed, 
every married Brébman has two. Meanwhile the bridegroom’s father, 
escorted by his pund:t and waz, proceed to the bride’s house with the 
wedding presents, and after they have been inspected by the family, al; 
retire to1est Suddenly the bride’s pundit, 
whois supposed to haye been watching 
-the stars, announces that the hour for the wedding has arrived, 


5 


Beedh or martioge, 
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This is the signal for general activity, The bride and bridegroom 
meet once more, and after being seated opposite and near one another, the 
ceremony of joining hands is gone through. As soon as this is finished 
the bride's father bestows a cow and other gifts on his son-in lay, and 
presents are received from the friends of the family, who offer their con- 
gratulations and yood wishes. The concluding ceremonial called the 
agni-piya completes the marriage rite. A fire of mango wood is lit with 
much ceremony and the young couple are made to stand up, facing east, 
with their garments tied together They then march round the sacred fire 
three times, each circuit being made in seven steps, while the pundits 
chant prayers and texts from the Védas, Loud singing and beating of 
drums accompanies almost every portion of the marriage, service, as a 
curious idea prevails that the efficacy of all rehgious rites is greatly en- 
hanced by noise. 

After three more days spent in feasting, rejoicing, and settling the 
dowry accounts, the bride starts with her husband for his home. Here 
she makes a stay of a few days, and then returns to her father’s house, 
where she remains until old enough to cohabit with her husband, 


The last of the ceremonies relating to marriage is the Gaona or home- 
taking, This usually takes place when the bridegroom 1s about 15 or 
16 and the girl about 12, A propitious day is selected im consultation 
with the parodzt, and the husband then pays a 
short visit to lus wife's family, which 1s made 
the occasion for more 1ejoicing and feasting The final leave 1s then taken, 
and the young people start for home, this time to co nmence life (ogether 
in carnest, If unavoidable ciicumstances prevent the bsidgroom from 
attending, the bride may be taken home by her father-m-law or her hus- 
band’s brothe. 


Gaona or home-tax ng. 


CEREMONIES RCLATING TO DEATU 


When death is approaching, a pundit is sent for The sick man is 
laid with his bedding ona layer of Aisa grass on a spot which las pre- 
viously been teeped, or enclosed in a ring of cowdung. A sprig of the 
tyis? plant, a piece of gold, or a few drops of Ganges water are placed 
in his mouth, failing which a little mud from a sacred stream may be plas» 
tered on his forehead, The object of these precautions is to detain the 

messengers of Yiéma, the God of Death, until 

seeargmonten on the approach of the proper propitiatory ceremonies have been 
; carried oul, A cow is then bronghi to the 
dying man’s bed-side, and he is made to grasp its tail, the idea being that 


Neodless to say, n any of theso ceramon og are dispansed with | D 
ease bf man dy ng at his homo, it would rare y be posite to entey Mia ga bs Ps i ee 





ST 
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by thé sacred animal’s assistance he will be safely transported across 
Vditardn’, the terrible River of Death, The cow is of course presented to 
the pundzt, who, after repeating appropriale w#dztras or texts, calls upon 
the dying man to repeat one of the names of Vishnu, such as Rdm, Nard- 
yan, or Hari This done, salvation s assured, 


After death, the body is covered with a white cloth, and is carried to 
the burning place, which is generally on the banks of a stream, 
The funetal riles are always conducted by Mdha-Brahmans, a despised 
sect, already described m Chapter IJ, On the way, the mourners chant 
various yerses,* and on airival the bodyis shaved, washed, and either 
decorated with flowers, or plastered with Ganges mud, Clean clothes 
are put on, and the corpscis then laid on the funeral pile, facing north, The 
latter, strictly speaking should be constructed of ¢w/se and sandal.wood, 

but as a matter of fact all descriptions of wood 

Ktria Karams or funeral r tes “ ;. 

are used. Five prndas or balls of rice are 
placed on the body, The eldest son of the deceased, or his representative, 
now sets fire to the pile, reciting a text from the Rig Véda. When the 
corpse is half bunt, a relative of the deceased should ciack the skull by a 
blow, delivered with a stick composed of some sacred wood This is 
supposed Lo facililate the escape of the soul from the body, Oblations of 
gih¢ and grain are offered up, and as soon as the cremation is over, all 
purify themselves with ablutions, and agam make oblations of water and 
sesamum, mutlering the name of the deceased and his family, Before re- 
turning home, all chew the leaves of the 7m tree, 


If aman dies in a remote place, or if his body 1s not found, his son 
should make an effigy of the deceased with ésa@ grass, and then burn it 
on a pile with similar rites This procedure is very generally observed by 
the relations of sepoys who die on service or abroad, 


The period of mourning is ten days, during which the members of the 
deceased's family are not allowed to shave, 
wear shoes, or eat cooked food. On the last 
day, all near relatives should have their heads shaved. 


Period of mourning. 


On the third day after cremation, the bones and ashes, called shud, 
are collected and placed in a vessel, which is thrown into the Ganges, or 
some sacred river, If this cannot be done at once, the remainsare buried, 
pending a favourable opportunity for their disposal 


* Thoy generally say ‘Rdm udm sachh bar’ ‘tho name of Rém js true, 
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On the eleventh day after death, the Sirdddha ceremonies commence, 
These are reverent’al offerings to ancestral spirits Pixdas of rice, ghi, 
and sugar are scattered about, and a vessel of water is hung on a pipal 
tree, for the use of f1e soul of the deceased until its final departure for 
another world, which is supposed to take place on the thirteenth day On 
this occasion, friends, kinsmen, and an odd number* of Brdéhmans must be 


fed, 


The Shrdddha ceremonies ate repeated in a sinple form svery month 
for one year, and afterwards twee a year—on the anniversary of the 
death, and again in the month of September. On the first anni- 
versary Bréhmans and friends are feasted, and a male calf ts offered up by 
the chief mourner lo Lhe spirit of his departed relative, He washes the ani- 
mal and brands it with the impression of a trident (the badge of Vishnu), 
and then sets it free to wander about the country in the form of a Bréh- 
mant bull 


There are certam occasions when Bréhmans and other orthodox Hin- 
dus forego the observance of these rites, If a Bréhman lad dies before he 
has been invested with the ysanéo, his body 18 durted instead of 
being burnt [1 the same way, if the deceased child be under a month old, 
the body is at once durzed near the place of its birth, generally in the 
augan or courtyard of the father s house 


LEAVE, 


The amount of leavo required by a sepoy to enable hin to take part 
in any of the ccremon’es previously described will depend upon the dis- 
tance al which he is quartered fron his home, and the proximity of the 
latter toa railhyay The number of days granted must be sufficient to 
cover Lhe time spent in travelling to and fro,in addition to the minimum 
period requirec for each rite, which is as follows .— 


Days, 
~ (a) Fdthapam (bith) Némkavan (naming) 3 
(4) Upanyana {investiture with the za7¢0) we 8 
(¢) Barat or Beeah (marriage) eo vee LO 


When granting leave for these ceramontes consideration must bo taken of the distances 
of the br degroom . house from that of the bride Allowing fora stay of 4 days and 6 day 
for the journey there and back 10 days Ie.ve w | be ample, 


(@) Gaona (bome-taking) , ves vo TO 
(¢) Kirta Kavams (funeral rites) . we TH 


Tho period of ieave snou'd ye rec'toned ‘rom tho Calo of ceath, 








* It 1s customery to feed an evox number of Bréhmans at t mes of rojolg ng suah as b rths, 
matrages &¢, and an edd number on occasions Of grief or mourning 
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Hinpv FESTIVALS, 

There are about 142 Hindu festivals during the year, An account 
of the more important ones will be found below Lists of festivals, show- 
ing the exact dates on which they fall, are published annually by Provincial 
Governments, and copies can te obtained for ieference on application 
to Deputy Commissioners of Districts. 





Month in wh'ch it 


Remarks 
usua ly fal s. 


Name of fest val. 











nkrant . | January* a | The celest al sign Makér answers to Cap- 
Stone ane January veorn On fist day the sun s said a 
begin his journey nortiward To the 
early Aryans, l’v'ng na cold reg on, the 
+ approach of spr ng was an occasion of 
the greatest joy, and the commencement 
of the sun’s northward progress could 
not pass uimarked, for then opened the 
auspicious half of the year, The sun 
especia ly ‘s worshipped at ths festival 
Bathing inthe sea is prescr bed when- 
ever ‘L s possibe. Reyo cings abound 
mpubhe andin private Great gather- 
ings take pace at A ahabad, wiere the 
Ganges and Jumna mingle; and at 
Gunga-Sigar, where the Ganges meets 
the Ocean, 


oper meretmeeaaeminaemttinel gener te 





acetone 


Maun Améwas .,,| January-February ,,,[A minor ho day, Persons observ ng this 

fest val do not speak to any o1e untr 

they have performed the ablutions pre« 

. scribed for tie occasion, Bathing may 

take place in the nearest large river or 

tan<, but :f possib a, ‘t shou d be cariied 

out in the Ganges, and especially at 
Hardwar. 








a 


Basant Panchmi ,, | January-February, | A spring festival. In Bengal, Sévaswdd?, 

goddess of arts and learnng, is wore 
shipped at this tme No readng or 
writing 1s perm’ss ble, and the day is 
obseryed as a hol day mall pub ¢ offie 
ces, Both sexes should wear basants or 
yellow clothing and ce ebrate the festival 
with music and rejoicings, 














Sheo-Ratri, properly | February-March ,,, | Com nemorates the b'rth of Siva A fast 
Maha-Siva-rftt , the s observed during the day, and a vigil 
great ght of Siva ts kept at ght, whor tho liaga or pha. 

lus (the emb em of Siva) is worsh pped, 


—s 








Month 1n which tt 


Name of festiva. sua ly fal s, 
ooo 
Holi, + | Rebruary-March . 


cy 











ca enpesieieniatincoenat 
Rém Naumi » | March-April ” 
Balshkht-Amawas, Aptil-May a 
also Satuahi 
Amawés, 
I et 
Dasehta-Jath w | May-June to 








Remarks 





This festival, identified with the dola-yatra, 
or the rocking of tre image of Krishna, 
1s celebrated, espec ally in the Upper 
Provinces, as a kind of IIindu Saturnalia 
or Carnival, Bays dance aboul the 
streets, ard inhab tants of houses spr n- 
kle the passers-by with red powder, 
use squirts, and pay practical jokes, 
Towards the close of the fes ival, about 
the nght of full moon, a bonfire 1s 
lighted, and games, represen ‘ng’ the fro 
hes of the yousg Krishna, take place 
around the expiring embers, Durmg 
tie Hoj women are addressed with the 
utmost famuliarity, and indecent yests 
at their expense are considered per. 
miss b e, 





Thsis commemoral ve of the birthday 
of Rama It is kept as a strict fast, 
The temples of Rama are illum sated 
and hus image ado ned w th cost y otna- 
ments. The Rdmdyanais read im the 
temples, and nauiches are kept up dur- 
ing the ight, At noon of tlis day the 
pujdri (ie, the Bréhmaiwho conducts 
worsh'p at a tenpe) exh bils a small 
image of the god aid puts it into a 
cradle The assenbly progtrates itself 
before ‘t Accamatona atise all 
round, handfuls of red powder are 
flung in token of joy, and all go home 
evult ng. 





A minor Hindu festival in which satéz 
or ground barley and gram is distubut- 
ed to BrAhmans before the feast. 





Commemorates the birthday of Gunga, 
goddess of the Ganges, On this day, 
all Hindus who aré able todo so, bathe 





m the Ganges, atd give alms to the 
Gungapttras or Brahmans hviig on ‘ts 
banks By so doing they secure the 
benefits of daseiva, te, te removing 


s 1s—an attribute of the goddess Gunga 
‘ho efflaces ten § ns, however het ious, 
of such as bathe in her holy waters ” 
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Month in wh ch it 


usually falls Remarks, 


Name of festival, 


nn rms, 








Pane ve | July-August . |The festival isin honour of the Négds or 
lls July-Ang snace gods A figure ofa serpent is 
made of clay, or drawn on the wall, 
and worsh pped. Living serpents are 
brought and fed wath m kandeggs. All 
this 1s done to deprecate the wrath 

of the venemous reptile 








ge 


tla-Saptami ws | July-August «. | Am nor festival hed two days after the 
Sudlesenaat JnlyAug Ndg Panchmi It 1s observed in honour 
of Sitéla, the small-pox goddess. Onl 

cold food can be taken during ths festi« 


id val 











Raksha-Bandhan ,,, | July-August . | A mivor Hindu festival on which Bréhmans 
7 nyo ¢e protection for their cl ents against 
all evls during the coming year, by 
b nding co oured thread or sik rouid 
ther wrists, 


eens | 





Janam-Ashtmi, pro- } July-August Celebrates inthe birth of Krishna, Ut is 
perly  Krishna-Ja- one of the greatest of the sacred seasons, 
nam Ashtm: The worsh ppers fast the whole day, At 


night they bathe, worsh p a clay inage 
of tie infait Krishna and adorn it with 
flowers and leaves of the ¢tds¥ plant, 
Next day Is a great festival for all 
keepers of cattle, as Krishna spent his 
boyhood among cowherds, 











Ganésha-Chatturthi | August-September | A minor festival in commemoration of the 
birthday of Ganésh, god of wisdom, 
Clay figures of the deity ara made, and 
after bemg worsh pped for a few days, 
are thrown into the water. 











Anant-Chaudas , | August-September,, | Commemorates the commencement of the 
winter season, 











Pitr-Pdksh, properly | September « | This name is applied to the sixteen con+ 
Pytri.Pdksha, or secutive lunar days which are devoted 
the fortmght of the to the perfornaice of Shrdddhas or 
Pitms or div’ne ceremonies im honour of ancestors and 
fathers ; also called deceased relatives 
Mahalaya Amawas 


ner 





Dasehra, Naardtei, | September-Dctoher | This is the longest and moat important 
tirga-Pija, or ‘ of alt Hiidu festivals, It lasts ten days, 
Rém-Lita i$ is celebrated in various parts of India, 
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aot aa St eth et Re eet oe 


Mon b in which it 


usually falls, Remarks, 


Name of festival 





ee ae ee eS 


especally in Bengal, and 1s connected 
with the autumn equinox It nominally 
com nemorates the victory ol Dirga or 
Kéls, wife of Stua, over a buffalo-headed 
demon, The form under which she is 
adored 1s that of an image with ten 
arms and a weapon in each hand, her 
t ght leg rest ng ona lion, and her left 
on the buffalo demon. Ths image is 
worshipped da y until the eid of the 
festival, when 1l ts cast nto ariver The 
fourth 1s the sacr ficial day, 01 which 
buffa oes, male goats, and sheep, ary 
decapitated before the idol, ta which the 
heads and bood of the victims are 
presented as offerngs Tue tenth day 
is caled, Dasahava or Dasehra In 
Upper India the Rdsm-Lela or sports of 
Raima take place on the same day as 
the Uiirga-Pija n Benga’, They comme- 
morate the v ctory gained by Adma over 
Rivona, K ng of Cey on pageant § 
oie through cons sting of an out-door 
theatr'cal represe station of the storming 
of Révana’s castle. Consp cuous in the 
m dst of the fortress is the giant humse f, 
a huge figure with many arms, each 
grasp nga weapor, and bristl'ng with 
reworks Bes'des hin sits Sofa, the 
wife of Réma, whom the ga at has ab- 
ducted, Witiout stands the ind giant 
Réma, demanding resirtut on of his 
w fe, which be ng refused, the bes egers 
advance to the attack Conspicuous 
anong tieassaiantsis Hanaumdn with 
his army of men dressed up as monkeys, 
Toieassaut ‘s at fist repulsed, but ts 
specd ly renewed, this t me with success. 
Sita is rescued, and Rdvana‘s on the 
po nt of beng captured, when he blows 
up, thus finish ng a tamds} a which 1s 
much appreciated by natives of every 
creed, 














Diwali or the feast o” | October-November,, | Commemorates the b’rth of Lakshme, w fa 
lamps, of Vishnu, goddess of wealth and for« 
tune Houses are fresh y leeped, white- 
washed, and illuminated Gambling is 
pern tted, almost enjoised during the 
feast, Fireworks are displayed. The 
banyas and traders close ther accounts 
for the year, and gel new ledgers and 
books, which are consecrated and wore 


(oeerearneereperomevrtmemnemerenetrtnenstnsarane ptt fest ten semen enseentnrasunemencseenimenrermtanhsmshsirasnataimrrannetH] 


Name of festival. 


o 








Déo-uthdn-Ekadasi 





Gu iga-As in 





Somwari-Amawas ., 





Suray-Gichan 5 


Chandar-Girhan 


Month in which it 


usually falls. Remarks, 








shipped {tis the Hindu New Vear’s 
Day Thieves are setae active 
during ths festival; they consider a suc» 
cessful robbery commutied that day to 
be very ausp clous, and to prom’se good 
luck during the year yugt commenced.* 





October-November | This festival commemorates the awvking 
of Vishnz fron four months’ sleep The 
image of the god 1s placed on a cha'r 


and rooked 








November The great festival of the Ganges, held in” 
honour of Stua’s victory over the demon 
Tripurasura. Large ‘gatherings take 
place at Gurmukhtesar, Bithur, Allah- 
abad, Sorepur, and otter p aces 
shoud bathe “n the Ganges or some 
sacred river, 


ihe 











Any month » | The fifteenth of any H'ndi month faliyg 
on a Monday “it s observed as a 
rel g ous festival for bath ng and givng 
alms. 

Any month i» | A day on which a solar eclipse occurs, 





Any month «| A day on which a lunar ecl pse ocaurs 








CHAPTER IV, 
CHARACTERISTICS, 


_—— 


The Braéhman is the most conservative of all the natives of India, 
Mis intelligence is superior to thal of any other class, but this great ad- 
vantage is neutralised by his love of imtrigue, and his unwillingness to 
deviate, in the smallest degree, from the traditions and customs of his race. 
A gallant soldier, he is capable of high discipline. Naturally clean and tidy, 
he 1s always smart on parade, Trustworthy above all others in moncy® 
matters, hé is a match for any in endurance and, though lacking the 
robust physique of more northern races, often proves the r equal under 
grealand protracted privalions In the past, 
h's chef fault has been an extreme exclusive- 
ness, which has someti nes proved in mical to mililacy efficiency, It may 
be confidently predicted, however, thal this failing will, to a large extent, 
be removed by the present organization into class regi nents, which, 
besides promolii g espist de corps, will foster two of lis most prominent 
qualities—pride of 1ace, and a keen sense of military honour, 


es General character 


A Brdhman is a frugal hver, [lis ambition is to spend as little on 
himself as possible, uli a martiage or aome domestic festival takes place 
in his family, wlen his extravagance knows no bounds, II s love of thrift 
often takes the form of underfeeding and 
one of the most important duties of his offi- 
cers is lo satisfy themselves, by frequent inspections of his danya's accounts, 
that he is eating a full ‘ation, and not filling his pocket al the expense of 
lus stomach, 


Love of tir ft 


Reference has already been made in Chapter III to the wearisome 
formalities which hamper cvery incident of a Bidh nan’s daily life These 
apply even to the matter of his food [lis nearest female relatives, not 
excepting his wife, may not eat with him They may cook lus dinner 
and take the r own meal directly he has finished, but they can never sil 
down together When the sepoy is away from lis home, he prepares his 
own food, and eats it alone, In a Brahman regiment, messing 1s prac- 
tically impossiule, 


Tor cooking, a space is marked off, about five feet square, called the 
chanka, within which is the chia or fireplace The whoe 1s then 
leeped with mud or cowdung, The materials for (he meal being placed 
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within the chawka, the Brahman steps outside, and purifies himself by 
washing hisfeet Before cooking ha always bathes,* and while in the water 
changes his dho#/ or loin cloth. !f possible, he should immerse himself at 
least twice, repeating certain prayers as he faces the east While eating, 
the clean ddotz is the only garmentavorn,f but a handkerchief may be 
thrown over the shoulders, tor wiping the face and hands It is essential 
also to wear the yanéo which indeed 1s never laid aside Dinner over, the 
chauka is left, hands and feet are again washed, and péx and tobacco 
may be indulged in Should anycne not a Brdéhman touch the chawka 
afte: it has been prepared, all the food within its limitsis considered de- 
filed and nust be thrown away. As a rule 
only one meal is eaten, about midday, but 
sometimes another is taken towards sunset. All food is eaten with the 
fingers, and only the mght hand 1s use Nearly every Bidhman 
sub-tribe has its own special customs in regard to the preparation of 
food, but the general rule is that no Bidhman will partake of food that 
has not been prepared either by himself, his relatives, or menbers of 
his own gotva ‘This prohibition, however, does not apply to dry food 
such as parched grains, while puri and those sweetmeats which contatn 
no grain may be taken from an ordinary confeclioner or Aalwad by all 
Brahmans except a few of the specially exclusive sub-tribes 


Caok ng, 


The articles of food which a Brahman is permitted to enjoy vary 
according to the custon of his tribe Sone tribes eat meat, some eat fish, 
while others arc vegetarians Generally speaking, meat is an expensive 
luxury and 1s seldom indulged in, except when issued as a free ration, 
Practically, the staple food of the Brahman is 
chapdtis or unleayencd bread, rice, dd, spiccs 
and all sorts of vegetables except turnips, beetroot, and onions, Nearly 
everything is cooked in g47 or clar1ied butter, and various season’ngs are 
added asa relish, The dink of the Brdhman consists of water, milk 
and sherbets. Wine and spits are absolutely forbidden, but on serusce 
Brahmans can generally be iducec to drink run, provided 1 is issued as 


Pood 


a medicine. 





* The descript on of ceremomes attendant on cooxng here g von must be understood to 
be those usual y observed in cantonments and in the men’svlages Recent exper once has 
shown that Brahmans wil read y given up bathing whenever climatic condit ons render too 
frequent ab utions undesirab e, 


+Inacoldclimate Brahmans have no ohyect on to cooking and eat ng w th the'r clothes 
on but the garments worn nust be made of woo! The woo en jerseys issied to sepoys as 
part of their field service c othing, fu y satisfy this requiremont. 


In the Zhob Valley Cxpedit’on of 1884-85, tie Bréhman sepoys of the 1st Bengal {Infante 
ty gave up bathing, and cooked and ate their foad clad in wool on gar nents 
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Brahmans can not drink watcr taken from an ordinary mssud or 
pakhéi, Their drinking water must be carried in vessels made of iron, 
zine, or copper, specially constructed for carriage on mules [In Cantonments 

they generally usc cumbersome iron byckets 

bs called déls, winch arc heavy, very difficull to 

pack, and a great nuisance on the tine of march It is probable, that 

om service, Brahmans, like Dogras, would raise no objection to tle use of 
pakhdls, provided they were made of canvas or goat skin, 


Brdéhthan cooking utensils are made of metal so. that they nay be 
readily putifled by scouring, This duty is generally entrusted to a special 
class of company servants called Gurgas, 


The names of the different utensils and 
Cooking pots. their respective uses are as follows —~ 


Batléhi—A v2ssel used for cooking rice and dé. 
LGwa.—An iron plate on which chapdéss are baked. 
* 


Thali.—The brass platter in which e¢éa is kneaded mto chapdti's, and 
froht which food is eaten after it has been cooked. 


Lota, —A brass drinking vessel, 
Chamach —A biass spoon for use with dd/ and rice, 


Karhdi or Kardhi--An iron vessel used for cooking vegetables 
and préparilig pirds, 
Katéri—~A small brass cup m which géz is placed. 


The principal and never-omitted article of dress with a Brdhman is 
the dho## or foin-clcth of which there ate always two. It is changed 
daily, while bathing before the mid-day meal, and is generally washed 

by the weater. Next the skin is worn a short 

C othing jacket called a mévgaz, and over it ancther of 

thicker matemal called an anuga In every 

ease the opening is onthe rig? side in contradistinction to Muhammadan 
clothing, of which the openingis on the ef. This applies to all classes of 
Hindus. Asa matter of fact, however, there is a growing tendency to 
wear lodge coats af semi+Eurdpean pattern, buttoning down the cemtre, 
In native undress, the sepoy as a rule wears a white cotton blouse called 


a kurta 


The personal cleanliness of the Brdlman is proverbial, Besides the 
ordinary morning ablution, he bathes befdre prayers, and beford every 
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meal, Daily shaving* 1s almost a religious duty. A barber 1s always 
employed and the operation is gone tlnough out of doors. Teeth are 
cleansed with a twig, gencrally of the 2 tree After ils appl cation 

. to the teeth the twig seryes to clean the 

Personal habits tong te, a flesh tw g bemg used on each occas 

sion, No words can express the abhorrence 

of a Brdh nau for the European practice of retammmg a toolh-brush after 

use, as saliva is of al things the most utterly polluting, When a 

Brdhman visits the latrine, of goes into the fields for purposes of nature, 

he invariably hangs his janéo over his righfear, so that his business may be 
known to his neighbours. 


Brdhmans are remarkable for their freedom fron debauchery, They 
are rarely infected with venereal diseases, and considering the style of 
clothing in use by both sexes tieir mora ty 1s highly co nmendable, 
Nud ty is held in especial abhorrence, and is shiictly prohibited, In 

= marked contrast with this, however, is the 

Mora ty. extraordinary license they give to their 

tongues. The grossest terms are used in con- 

versation between men and women, without exciting the least surprise, 

This may be attributed to “ that simplicity which conceives that whatever 
can exist without blame, may be named without offence ” 


Panchayats now play a less important part in the social regulations 
of Lhe people tian they did in forner timss, A panchayat may be describ. 
ed as a court of arbilration for the settle nent of d Spules, whic: are also 
cognizable by law, without having recourse to the courts for justice, It 

generally co isists of fom three or five persons, 

Panchayats one of whom acts as chairman, decisions being 

arrived at by the opinion of the majority, 

A panchayat deals generally with caste matters, and, though it has no legal 

authority, is a powerful tribunal, whose decisions are seldom appealed 

against It passes sentences of various degrees of seyei ty Sometimes 

the offender is ordered to give a feast to lis brotherhood, sometimes to pay 

a fine, and if refractory may be excluded f-om social intercourse with hig 

caste fellows. In giave cases he may incur the most terrible penalty 
of all—total excommunication, 


Next to caste there is nto institution in India more permanent thay 
the village community, which dates back to the time of the eatly Aryan 
settlements, 





* The shaving here referred to relates tore espec ally to the halr of tf 
Brahmans wear beards, but they genera y shave at least epartlon of tha thn armp ts Many 
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In Upper India, the headman of every village 1s called a Lumbardar. 

He is a recognized official, and 1s directly responsible to the Zehsdar 
for the collection of the revenue due from the village and its lands 
The typical village is divided into wards, eachof which is in charge of 
elders, who form the pauchayaé or village council Grazing grounds are 
held in common , the income derived fron grazing ducs, hearth fees, and 
the rent paid by persons cultivating the 

The vil age community common lands, is credited to a common 
fund ; and certain general charges, such as 

the cost of entervaining subordinate officials, travellers, and beggars, 
are debited against it, forming a primitive system of local se f-govern- 
The panchayat settles all questions relative to the general well 


ment 
being of the village, it audils the accounts of the village fund, and alla 
matters affecting the community as a body,—such as breaking up jungle 


land, and cutting down trees,—musl invariably be submitted to its 
decision The sanundars or land holders consider the nselves immeastr- 
ably superior to the traders and v.lage menials, the distinctive sign of 
whose inferiority is their liability to pay hearth-fees, The position of a 
Brdh nan varies according to circumstances. In a Brahman village his 
stalus is more or legs determined by the extent of his landholding ; ina 
non-Bréhman village he 1s practically a village servant, but enjoys all the 
privileges peculiar to his sacred order 

ided into two classes—those connecled with 
agriculture, such as the blacksmith, cac- 
penter, and chamér,* and those connected 
with household matters, such as the weavel, 
potter, waterman tbarber, dhobi,t and sweeper. They are paid chiefly in 
kind, receiving a certain fixed percentage of the yield of each ha-vest, and 
eke out a scanty subsistence by pursuing their own special callings. 


Il is a general custom, subject of course to exceptions, for brothers 
to live together so long as their father 1s alive, and to separate at 
his death, Thus we may find four or five brothers with their families 
living in houses arranged round a common courtyard, the whole form- 
mg bul one household The gencral practice among the yeoman classes 
which furnish the majority of our sepoy recruits 1s for the elder brothers 


* Lhe Chamdr is a leather dresser. 
qwatch han [Je 18 of sourse an outcast, 
for he wil not act as a scavenger. : 

Pho watorman af the 1 g'ier castes » the Aa!4e or dool bearer. H's soc al posit on 18 
not thet one, but he 13 re arded as a person of respectabt ity as Bidhmans and Ra4yptits 
cnn take water fiom h3 hands, and he is even permitted to prepare tho ¢ ehapdtis up to the 
point when they aro p aced on the fire for baking. 

$ The Dhodf or washerman ts vory low in tho social scale 


Village memals are div’ 


V Mage menials 





lle sk ns animas andacts as 2 village drudge and 
but ig not quite so degraded as the Bhangs or sweeper, 
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to remain at home, cultivating the ancestral lands, wile the younger ones 

take service in the army and police, and con. 

» Family | fe. tribute to the family purse by savings from 

their pay, and the pensions granted tothem on 

retirement The death of an elder brother often compels a sepoy to ask 

for his discharge, not from any dissitisfaction with Lhe service, but simply 

in order to enable him to look aflcr lus land, The establish nent of an 

Active Reseive has done much to lessen this difficulty, and has on many 

occasions enabled the soldier to retain Ins connection with the army, with- 
out sacrificing his agricultural interests. 


—_— 

Although Bréhmans are theoret cally supposed to devote themselves 

to religious meditation and the study of the 

The Brabn an as anagrcuturist = H'ndu ser’ptures, the majority are simply 

cultivators, differing only from other ag i- 

culturists in that they are unwillmg to handle the plough Men and 

wo nen of the puorer classes pass the’r lives ‘a a sora of umemitt’ag 

labour, diversified only by the rejoicings attending an occasional wedding, 
or a visit to a neighbouring far a 


Among Brahmans, as with every class of Hindu, the women do 
not join in the society of the men,and are 
Posit on of Brdhman women. not admitted to an equaity with them 
Even when walking together, the woman 
always follows the man, although there may be noobstacle to ther walk. 
ing abreast, Her household duties do not differ from those of other 
casses She grinds the corn, cooks the food, spins brings in wood, fuel, 
and water, and takes her share in a good deal of the outdoor work of 
the fields The better classes of Brahmans seclude their women, but this 
is probably an affectation copied from Isl4m. The Bréhman widow 
cannot remarry. Within the present centu-y she nol unfrequently immo- 
lated herself on the funeral pile of her husband. This practice, called 
Sats, has however long since been put a stop to, and even when per- 
mitted, was more common among Rajpiits than among Bid4hmans 
Litigiousness is one of the pecuhar characteristics of Brdhmans, as of 
other classes of Hindus. A deter nination to prosecute a case to ils 
furthest limits im spite of adverse decisions and friendly counsels, is a 
common cause of ruin to the Ilindu suitor, 
Litigiousress Rathe. than abandon his cause, he will appeal 


fiom courl to courl, until his expenses far 
exceed the amount for which he is contending. This love of litigation is 
productive of much perjury. 
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As Brahmans are prevented by caste prejudices from feeding in 
messes, special wrangements have to be made for provisioning them on 
boaidship, where the space allotted for 

Se voyages cooking is too limited lo allow of cach man 
preparing his food separately, The difficulty 

is got ‘over by issuing a daily ration of ghz, parched gram, chura, salt, and 
sugar, w th a ga lon of water per diem, The scales laid down for long and 
sho-t voyages w Il be found in Army Regulations, India, Volume V, Com- 
missariat, Appendix II. 


« 


The Bréhmans of Qudh and the North-West Provinces are, taking 

them all round, of splendid physique, Men 

Love of att leties, of 38’ 1n height can be recruited in large 

numbers without difficulty, They are very 

expert wrestlers, aud practise feats of strength with heavy clubs which 

they handle with remarkable dexterity, They are also fond of singlesstick, 

running, and jumping, and indeed take kindly to all spotts requiring 
strength and skill, 


CHAPTER V. 
RECRUITING. 





Fighting capacity is entirely dependent on race, therefore itis essen- 
tial that every effort should be made to obtain the very best men of that 
class which a regiment may enlist. 

Men of good class will not enlist unless their own class be represented 
in the regiment, and if once a good recruit- 
ing connection be established, little, if any, 
difficulty will be experienced in obtaining recruits of the same stamp in 
the future; and the converse equally applies, for where the compames are 
commanded by native officers,.who, as regards race and breeding, are not 
altogether desirable, they will naturally try to brmg into the regimertt 
men of theic own kind, who in their turn are eventually promoted 
to be non-commissioned and native officers, and a ring thus becomes 
established very difficult to break through, which acts as a powerful 
deterrent to the good class whom#t may be desired to introduce into the 
regiment, 

It is an inducement to a good man to enlist in a regiment, where 
he knows he will be surrounded by men who know him and come from his 
neighbourhood, for it at once places him in touch with his home and 
belongings, and if he be unable to obtain leave or furlough, those who 
do on their return bring him news of his home, he is consequently more 
likely to be happy and contented, 1is interests are in the company, and a 
spirit of esprit de corps becomes engendered in him—a powerful factor 
in the efficiency of every regiment. 

The men composing the party should be of the same tribe and sub 
division or clan it is desired to recruit froriy 
and, if possible, of the same district, The 
strength of the party should be regulated by the number of recruits required, 
probably $ to 4 would be a sufficient proportion, and in this way the work 
is mare likely to be quickly and consequently economically performed. 

The native officer or non-commissioned officer in charge of the party 

should be a good man asa recruiter, possessed 
Sonate ee Ore of tact and likely to treat recruits consider- 
ately, A native officer of influence and property in the district, it is desired 


Ceneral, 


Reoruiting party, Selection of— 
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to recruit from, would be the best, and a regiment. possessing such a one 
would probably monopolize the best recruits from his neighbourhood; for 
the men have the advantage of knowing under whom they are going to 
serve, and fee] Lheir interests will be consequently looked after. 


A non-commissioned officer, with hopes of promotion, has everything 
to gain by bringing good recruits, and this incentive will cause him to work 
all the harder, 


There are many non-commissioned officeis and men in regiments 
of good class, who, though they do not shine as particularly sirart soldiers, 
still have the faculty of procuring good recruits whenever detailed for the 
duty, where others of equally good class, though much smarter soldiers, 
fail to obtain the same stamp of man, this is probably due to their social 
qualifications and a taking manner, which enables them to induce men to 
enlist, for there can be no doubt that where difficulty may cxist in procuring 
men of aceitain class, that they are prevailed on to enlist by the tales of 
pleasant times before them, good pay, little work, ete, etc, 


However good the commander of the party may be, he 1s likely to fail 
° unless supported by good men, who should be 
generally ofMictive habits and a genial dis. 
position, and the selection might be left to hum unless they happen to be 
men known as good reciuiters, who have previously done good service ; he 
is responsible to the Commanding Officer for ius work, and would know the 
men most likely to give him the best assistance, 


Men of the party, 


A really good recruiter is invaluable and as worthy of reward, if not 
more so, than a soldier who cxcels in his 
military duties, when it is considered how 
the regiment benefits by his efforts; for asthe material is so will the 
yegiment be, and no amount of training will make a man into a good 
soldier if in the first instance he is a man of bad class. 


Revard to recraitors, 


Every encouragement should be given to men who do well on recruit. 
ing duty, an entry made in their shect roll to this effect o1 such public 
recognition as the Commanding Officer may deem best, so as to render 
the duty a popular one, it is perhaps hardly politic to punish those who 
do badly, though they need not Le employed again, for, 1f men see they 
are liable to punishment for failure, they are likely to be chary in 
volunteering for the duty, through fear of failing to attain good results, 
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The men should be held responsible that the recruits they bring are 
of the right stamp and what they represent 
themselves to be, for, though ths may 
possibly make the work slower, still it ensures better material finally, and 
it should be impressed on the party that a few really good recruits of 
the right sort are better than a number who only just come up to the 
required standard, 


Responsibility of reeru ters. 


Men returning from furlough and leave should be encouraged to 
Recru't'ng by leave and Pring back a recruit or two with them, as 
furloug 1 men thus recruited singly by their friends they 
are likely to take more interest im the regiment, and are probably of 
finer physique than if obtained in the ordinary way. 


When it has been ascertained from the District Recruiting Officer 
when and where the party are to present 
themselves, they should be warned to leave 
their address at the post offices and police stations of the places through 
which they pass so that the Disirict Recruiting Officer can at any time, 
if necessary, communicate with them They should work in two’s and 
three’s and not singly, All recruits need not be taken to the District 
Recruiting Officer, those obviously unfit from such defects as enlarged 
spleen, defective vision, or any other noticeable physical defect can be 
rejected at once prior Lo his visit, 


System of work’ng the party 


It is an important thing to examine recruits as near their homes as 
possible, it thus saves them long marches and secures recruits who, might 
otherwise be lost to the service, it has the further advantages that final 
rejections are reduced to a min mum, time and expense are saved, and 
the discontent and trouble, entailed on rejected men having to return long 
distances to their homes, is done away with, 


The best season is from October to the end of May, April and May 
beiig perhaps the best months, June some- 
times affords favourable results, though not 
generally a good month. July, August, and September are bad months, 
and recruiting during this period might almost be entirely suspended, for 
ordinarily the country roads are knee-deep in mud and slush, and it is 
raining most of the time, thus hindering the movements of recruitess who 
prefer to remain under shelter and keep dry, whilst equally recruits are 
averse to moving long dislances abroad in wet and mud; andin ad- 
dition there is in many parts of $he country a superstition about making 


Seasons for recrusting Brahmans 
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journeys in the monsoon, leaving their homes during the rains being 
considered unlucky, 


After a recruit joins his regiment, the usual descriptive roll to verify 
his caste, etc., is sent to the civil offiser of 
his districl, but iis necessary to establish his 
identity, if possible, at the time of enlistment, for it sometimes happens 
that a recruit, first possibly having squared the village authorities to whom 
his verification roll will be ultimately sent, misrepresents his caste and 
enlists, though detection, sooner or later, 1s incvitablo through the mon of 
his company whose suspicions are sure to be aroused ‘if, however recruiters 
be held responsible there is little likelihood of this, 


Ver Acat on of recru ts. 


The following verdafin extract from some notes on this subject by 
Captain Newell, District Recruiting Officer, is given below:— 


“A high caste Brahmin may be dislinguished by his appearance. 
He is fair complexioned, and far more intelligent than any other caste 
inthe country, has nearly always good features and an ait of breeding 
about him, his nose tov is distinctly arislocratic in type and the nostrils 
narrow, the width atthe base bemg less than any other caste in the 
country, ’ ‘ 
“The following questions should then be 


ations ¢0 0 recru t 
Squessions t0.9 Fas put to lim” 


(\) He should be asked his village, tehsil, and whether he be a 
Kanoujrya or Sarwariya, otc. 

(ii) What his “ Gotra” is (1.¢, Gautam, Sandil, Bharradwaj), a list of 
 gotrag” will be found in Appendix B, 


(ii) What his * KQ1” is (SQkul, Panda, Tiwari, etc ) 

{iv) What branches or subsdivisions of his “Kal” he belongs to, #14, 
Bala ke-Sukul, Korske«Pandé, etc, 

(v) Into what! Kals” and 'Gotras ” female members of his family 
are married (sisters, daughters, etc,), and what amount of 
money was paid when any of the femae members were mars 
ried . 


(vi) Into wl at “Kdéls” and Gotras’’ he himself as well as other male 
members of his family are married,” 


“Tf the above questions are satisfactorily answered according to 
Brahmanical custom and the “Bansa-Bali,” au book which gives 
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detailed information about  Kjls” and | Gotras,” then the recruit isd true | 
Brahman,” 


In the case of a recruit who says he is a Kanoujiya Brahman and 
that his “Kal” is “Bala-ke-Sukul” then 
his Gotra”’ must be the Bharradway; or if 
he gives the Bharradwaj as his “ Gotra,” then ns “ KQ1” must be one in 
the list under this heading in the “ Bansa-Bali.” 


Question to a recruit. 


“Tf the recruit states both his “Il” and his “Gotra’ correctly’ 
(a yery strong presumption he js speaking the truth), then in the case of 
a recruit, who is a Bala-ke-Sukul of the Bharaddwaj “ Gotra,” his sister, 
daughters, etc,, must have been married into families which do not rank 
= below his own “ Kil,” suchas “ Lucknow-ke-Bajpaie,” “ Aukin-ke-Misr,” 
 Suthiayan-ke-Misr,” “ Jahangir-Abad-ke-Tiwari,” etc ; but, if on enquiry 
it be found that his daughters are married into families lower than lis own, 
he should not be considered a true Brahman, in some very exceptional 
cases he might be, but the rule is that females marry above them,” . 


“The “ Bansa-Bah” should be the guide and this book should be 
in the hands of all British officers dealing with Brahmans.” 


“ Sarwariya and other Brahmans should be treated on the same lines 
as the Kanoujiya.” 


Every Braman in the country knows all about his “Gotra! "Kal" _ 
etc,, and the ramifications and complications are such that it precludes 
one Brahman from having an inlimate knowledge of the  Kils,” “Gotras ”’ 
of others, and on interrogation an impostor would be sure to come to grief, 
moreover, there is great doubt whether a lower caste man would try and 
pass himself off asa Brahman; but, however, it frequently happens that a 

Difforonce between Brahman Brahman, to enter the ranks, passes himself 
and Rajput " Janeo.!' offas a Rajput, but there is a distinction 
between them inthe length of the ‘Janeo,” that of the Brahman being 
longer with a different knot, and some people by examming the latter 
can distinguish the difference betwaen that of the Brahman and Rajput, 
the former always wearing it, whilst the latter only wears it after 
marriage, 


< 


A tabulated statement of the Brahman tribes, their numbers, locality, 
* Gotras,” qualifications as soldiers is giyen in 
Appendix A, the further division of their 
 Gotras” is given in Appendix B to be used for verification purposes, 


Classes to enlist from. 
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The Kanoujiya proper and the Sarwariya are essentially the soldier- 
ing classes, thsy are intelligent and courageous, though deep and tricky 
in character. Of the Saraswat tribe but few are enlisted, as they have not 
military tastes and the general impression seems to be they would not 
do well as soldiers, 


The Kélin-Gétras should be freely enlisted, though not to the exclusion 
of the Dhakar Gétras, 


As there are only two regiments in the Bengal Army recruited from 

Best vecrusting grounds for -Brahmans,—no difficulty is experienced in ob- 

Brahmans. tainng them, The Hyderabad Contingent 
also enlist a few. 


The best districls for Kanouyiyas aren 


Cawnpore, Lucknow, Ilardoi, 
Unao, | Rai Barelli, | 

for Sarwariyas— 
Partabgarh, Gonda, Basti, 
Sultanpar, | Fyzabad, | Jaunpu, 


though good men can be procured in almost any of the districts they in- 
habit,‘ 


A supplementary way of recruiting is Lo enlist men at fairs, but there 
may be some difficulty im verifying the an- 
teredents of the recruit, and there is no 
necessity for this method, as but few demands are made on the existing 
Brahman recruiting grounds and the supply is ample. 


Fairs. 


The District Recruiting Officer should endeavour, as far as possible, 
to gain the friendship and assistance of the 
native princes and the leading and influential 
ten of the district. Retired native officers and soldiers can also assist to 
a very great extent in recruiting but it is necessary in the first instance to 
be on a friendly footing with them and obtain their good will, and how 
this can be best effected is a matter for the District Recrujting Officer 


Leading fam'lies of the d’strict. 
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to decide; but showing an interest in their affairs, a respect for their 
customs and listening readily to their troubles and grievances will go 
far to produce the desired result, whilst visiting them and conversing on 
current topics of interest about them history and traditions, ete, will do 
much to render them willing to afford assistance when required, 


He should strive to make himself popular and well known in the 
district, and thoroughly acquainted with the 
feelings and characteristics of the tribes 
enlisted, by studying their customs, traditions, manners, etc, and by thus 
showing a friendly and sympathetic interest in them and their affairs, will 


ingratiate himself with them and gain their respect arid esteem, 
° 


Distr ct Recru t ng Officer, 


In the cold weather the District Recruiting Officer is enabled to make 
short tours in the district, and can thus keep 
in touch with and superintend the parties 
working at the t me, Should the Medical Officer be hving at some core 
siderable distance from the place where the recruits are enlisted, the 
District Recru‘ting Officer can often save them the trouble of going so 
far by a prior physical examination, the eyesight can be examined by 
test cards, and those reciuits suffering from any obvious physical defect 
rejected on the spot. 


Touring 


In the case of regiments actualy stationed in the district, or those 
that are met with on tour, much good can be effected by a personal in- 
terview with the Commanding Officer, and by thus becoming acquainted 
with the officers and native officers, studying the composition of the 
regiment, looking al the recruits, and acquiring a general knowledge of 
the men, the requirements of a reg ment will be better understood, and 
thie all tends to maka recruiting run smoothly and produce the best 
results, Special sepoys of the regiment can be interviewed and recruiters 
selected 


If a District Recruiting Office- can succeed in obtaining employment 
for the pensioners of his district, it will have 
a beneficial effect on recruiting generally and 
conduce greatly to his popularity It is a good plan to see the employers 
and point out the advantages of taking pensioned sepoys, besides writing to 
the different heads of civil departments. 


Pensioners, Employment of— 
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In Appendix C will be found references to the recrwiting regilatigng 
and ordérs on the subjéct, Séction XIX, “ Re- 
cfuitmg,” Army Regulations, India, Volume 


II, having been recently revised, 
Note ~Much yaluable information for the compilation of this Chap- 


ter has been furnished by Captain Newell, District Recruiting Officer, 
whilst, in addition to the licl of authorities already quated at the beginning 
of the book, the following authoritics have been consulted :— 


Regulat ons, 


Précis of Ordors and Notes on Gurkha Reerwiting by Captan Vanst ttart, r-sth 
Gurkhas, 


Notes on Sikhs by Captain W. R. Falcon, IV § khs. 


Memorandum on Recruiting of the Regiments of the Bengal Command by Bngadier > 
General G, F, Young 


APPENDIX A, 





I—KANOUJIYA TRIBE. 
(3 sub-trebes,) 





GorRAs, 


Qualificat ons ag 


soldicrs REMARKA, 


Sub-te bes Local ty 
Kotla, Dhakar, 


















Fnrn shes } of the] Part cu ara,p, 14 
Braimans on the} The Gotras 15 
matve army Sup-| are furtier sube 
posed tomake tetter| divided In Appen« 
sold ers than other} dx A to asest 
Brahmans Generaly| verfeation on 


1 Kanow ya |r Katyan 7 Garg Bahrac , Barabank , 
(proper) Kherl, Shahja anpna, 
{679,000), | 2 Upman 8 Gautum S tapur, Har o , Luck-| 

now, Farnkhabad, 

3 Sankirt, 9 Parasir Etawah, Cawnpore, 

Unao, Ra Bare ly, 








4 Kasyhp } 10, Batsa. Yatehpur, Banda, } free from prejudice } enhetment, 
Jaaun, Hamirpur Good sold ere” ,, 
- fs Sand] 11, Kasyap. 
6 Biaradd- | ya Kaus k, 
wal, 
~ ta, Vasisht, 
14 Bharadti- 
way 
1g Dhan ya 
. 16 Krishna = 
a Sarwarlya | 1. Garga Rank Batraich, Bastl, Gonda | Good soldiers. Not as} Partie ars, p 13 
(08,00) higtest, Gurakhpur, ra good i> tie Know ya Gocras given fi re 
a Gantamya} 98 other gerd, ‘yeabad, Sul. trict vegetar ins Ful} ther, Subed y de 
Fi Gotras, tanpur, Ral Barel y,| of caste projud ces | ed in Appendix, 
3 Sand lya, Pastabgath, Altaha~! Courageous people, 
bad, Jannpur, Benares, 
Ghaz pur, Mirzapur, 
3 Sanddhya |: Kasyab, \ 
(304 900, 
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Kasyap Gotra 


Babua ke Awasth’, 
Bada ka ke Dichhut, 
© Bodaf ke Tiwari 
Kallyan ke Mis’ 
Khaichar ke Awasthi, 
Shiura ke Awasthi 
Haumnath ke Tiwan, 
Kalwat ke Aginhotrs 
Nagra ke Misir, 


Rampur Gautama 


Charya Mis r 
Maku ce Trai, 


Harthae ko Sir Kank ke 
Dichhit 


Bhedan ke Dich ut 
Slurtwale Awasthi, 
Sadhan ya Di be, 
Barna ke Tiwarl. 
Peutarha ke Trwari 
Siripatpur ke Tiwar’ 
Banwari ke Tiwari 
Kumbrayan ke Tiwari. 
Gopalgur ke Tiwari, 
Bangarmau ke Dube, 
Sathre} ke Trvaii 
ke Aginhotri, 
Abnahawale Aginhotri. 
Juiwale Agiahotr’ 
Harha ke Aginhotrl | 
Madho ke Tiwari, 


APPENDIX B. 





LIST OF BRAHMAN GOTRAS, 





Kulin Kanoujiya Brahmans, 


Ganpat ke Tivan 
Kandhai ke Tiwar’ 
Rantnath ke Tivat 
Loknath ke Tinar 
Naubasta ke Tivar 
Panchbha ya Tiwar’, 
Berhampu ke Tuvii 
Ha baspur ke Tiwari. 
B khal ke Tiwari 
Gudarpur ke T wa i 
Sapa xo Tiwar, 
Jahangirabad ke Tiwari 


Sandi Gotra 


x 


Man ke M sir 
Ham‘rpur se M st 
T rpur ke Misir 
Jaipur ke M'sir 
Atair ce Dichit 
Breswar ke D chh t 
Kampila <e Misir 
Parsu ke Mie'r 
Gagason ka Mist 
Lalkar ke Mis‘r 
'Dhobhiya ke Misis, 
Asniwale ke Mis rs 
Balaie ke Misir 
Haza ipur ke M sir. 
Sama'ya Wale Misir 





Lakhimpur ke Mis r 


4 





Bharadidhway Gotra 
Gahrolt ke Sukul, 
Sarauls ke Suku) 
Bhansaie ke Sukul 
Unchegaon ke Suxul 
Nabat ke Suku. 
Purwa <e Si kul. 

B yahapur ke Sukul 
Tar ke Sukul 
Chandanpir ke Sukul 
Gudarpit ke Suku 
C ausa ke Dube, 
Clause ke Pathak 
Ma} ayan ke Sukul 
Garha ce Suku 
Maholt ke Sukul 
Galathe ke Sukul 
Clhangge ke Sukul 
T ak ko Sukul, 
Udhannpur ke Sukul. 
Rat ko Sux. 

N‘we Bag’s ce Sukul 
Bhoddatt ke Sukul, 
Bhaskei ke Sukul, 
Makrand ke Sukul, 


Bhansaiya Sukul Durga 
Das Wale 3 


Dhanni ke Sukul 
Uma ke Sukul. 
Eke ke Sukul, 


Sateiepurwa ke Suku, 


Nawada he Sukut. 
Badarka ke Sukul, 
Namayan ke Sukul. 
Kasyap ke Suleul 
Naga ke Sukul 
Bhalpur ke St kul 
Kanh ke Sukul 
Kanh ke T rbed 
Basdeo ke T rbedt, 
Bhalas ke Tirbedi, 
San ke T rbedi 

Haj pur ke T rbedr, 
Bichampur <e Pande 
Be a ke Pande 
Bangayan ke Pande, 
Khor ke Pande, 
Nasura ke Pande, 
Tilak ke Pande. 
Banasthi ke Pande, 
Thog ko Pande 
Gargason ke Pande, 
Lucknow ke Pande, 
Kanouj ke Pande, 
Bhunyai ¢ ke Pande, 
Rahil a ke Pande 


Upman Gotra, 
Janapur ke Pathals 
Bajua ke Pathak 
Nasura ke Pathak, 
Purna ke Pathak 


Upmian Gotra~conta 
Jat tyamat ke Dube. 
Naiotampir ke Dubo 
Pas gama ke Dube 
Shiwrajpurs ke Dube 
C) Jaws ce Dube 
Khbatola ke Dube 
Ckda a ke Tirbed" 
Mandan ke Titbedy 
Sahth ke Tirbedi 
Raghunath ke Tichdt. 
Ghabas ke Di be 
Kesarmay ke Dube 
Janardhan eo Ag alot 
Rha ake D chhit. 


Ciandanpur ke Bayon 


Garg Gotra 


Gargaiya C rat ke Dune 
18 Rite e kes : 


Gargaiya Chaube Pr 
ran ke 


Pande Pacs or ¢ 


Vatsa Gotra 


Bandahannpur ke 
Tuva. 


Baga cpur ko Tiwar , 
Tatanha Dube 

Saya ke T*wan. 
Simauni ko Si kul 


Garg Gotra 
Mamkhor ke St kil. 
Takha j K yor ke Sukul 
Mahdson ke Sukul 


+s 
“ij 


Kulin Kanouptya Brdhman—contd, 


Angaie ke Pathak, 

Mau ayan ke Pathak 

Asm ke Baypai 

Ch laul Wale Gopal ke 
Brjpa 


C iat neha ke Baypa 


M azzamabad ke Baj- 
pat 


Athbhs ya Awasth 
Dasiabads Aginhotri 
Jaun ke Ag‘o iotr 
Uggu ke Aginhotr 
Babu Ru ke Ag ahotr 
‘Luurast ke Awasthi, 
Kahyan Gotra 
Anurdh ke Misr. 
Suth ayaa ke Msr 


Ank 1hke Maa 
Ma) igaon ke M s‘r. 
Baudin ke Mia. 
Kanou) ce Misr. 
dtbant ke Moir 
GalatiekeMs , 
Baskhera ke Misir, 
Kashi Nath ke Misr 
Badosdai ke Miss. 
Ha ha co M'sr 
Palt ke Mistt 

Bada ta ke Mse 
Baran ke Midis, 
Lawa1 ke Nis’r. 
Sicklutt ke M sir, 
Jigd spur co Misr, 


Dhékar Kanoujtya Bréhmans, 


Vatsa Gotra~contd 


Deoxal’ ke Thakur'ya 
‘lwwar 


Magwaupur he Pande 
Deokal ¢@ Agin votr 
Selwoptr ke Pat ak. 
Bada ka ke Panda 
Uing © ke Mist 


Gautam Gotra 
T epur pir ke St kul, 
lirpt | pur ke Agi 
hotr’. 


Parasar Gotra, 
Nagpur te Twi . 
Parasha iD chh t 


Kasyap Gotra 
Kuta noabad D chhit 
Madapwi ke Tiwar 
Galatie ke Tiwari 
Lucknow ke Tewari, 
B ghault ke Suki! 
Ban aut ke Dichh t 
Maraur’ ke Dobe 


Kulin Sarwartya Bréhmans, 


Garg Gotra~ contd 
Chal aruarpur ke Sukul 
May sgaon ¢e Sukul, 
Bhen Bakama ke Sukul. 





Gautam Gotra, 
Prosi ke Mrs te 
Gana ke Misr. 
Madhubant ke M sir, 





Narthawa ke Misi 
Saiwar ke M sir, 

Pahun a ke fils r 
Pat un‘a ke Dube. 


Sankirt Gotra 
Nabhe fe Sukul, 
Jagman x M sir 
Chechen ke Misw, 
Patuhabad Sukul, 
Gangason ke Sukul 
Dorauh ke Sukul 
Khaimanand ha Sukul, 
Damanper @ Sua 
Gahain ke Sukut, 
Akbarpur <e Sukul, 


Kausih Golra. 
Cih tt our ke Pathals, 
Bhawapur ke Suki! 

Vasisht Gotrt 
Motipur ke Chaube 

Bharaddurty Gotra. 
Garhmau ke D chhit. 
Dhaningai Gotra, * 
Dhaninja ke Tryari, 

Krishna Gotra, 
Arta’s ke Pathak 
B'thar ke Dichh't 


Sands Gotra 
Chauhti ke Tiwari 
Sirgain ke Tiwari 
Bhargav ke Tiwari, 
Kapargarh ke Tiwari, 
Sohgaura ke Tiwari, 
Nandaulj ke Tiwari 


ny 


Lower Grade Gotras of Sarwartya Brdhmans, 


Angira 
At’ on 
Bharaddway. 


Kasyap Gotra 
Sarha <e Misir 
Ra ierlya ke M sir, 
Tatapir ke Misi, 


oBehta ke Pathak 


Yasisht. Chandiayan 
Vatsa Kasyap. 
Birgu. Kaus k 


Kulin Sanadhya Bréhmans. 


Parashar Gotra Agas} Gotra 


Pipari ke Pands Saukidar Ann te, 
San chdar Danni ke. 


Sankhdar Riunate ke. 


Jarouk ke Pande 
Para ke Panda, 


Bac han ke Pends San chdar Parsan .e. 


Parashar. 
Pulasta 


Savarnya 


Bat or Vatsa Gotra, 
Dngarpu aMsr, 
Kataiy awal M sir. 


Chaman Gotra 
Kateha 


Lower Grade Gotras of Sanadiiya Brahmans. 


Sandil Gotra, 
Kama ke Upadhya 
T hunpur ya Upadhya 
Sal! Ban ke Upad ya 
Chayar ke ‘J ignait 





Garg Gotra Bharaddwaj Gotia 
Panhrpur ce Pande Sah Bar ke C aube 
Kasyap Gotra 


Kausth Gora 
Trpvepar ce Tian’ 


Sanua cr Mithaiya 
Misir, Kausik Gotra. 
Kuslaw a M’sir. De ht, 


Krishna Gotra, 
Dube 
Awasth 
Vasisht Cotra. 
Chur ke Pathak 
Kor ke Pathak. 
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